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(1)

COMBATING ANTI-SEMITISM: PROTECTING 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2010

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS,

HUMAN RIGHTS AND OVERSIGHT,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC. 
The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:14 p.m. in room 

2172, Rayburn House Office Building, the Honorable Russ 
Carnahan, (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. I want to call to order this Subcommittee on 
International Organizations, Human Rights and Oversight, and the 
hearing today on combating anti-Semitism and protecting human 
rights, and we will start with some opening statements from the 
members, and we will get onto our two panels. 

But we do have some special guests with us today. I want to rec-
ognize Brian Grim from the Pew Research for being here and 
thank you, and also we have some special students with us. We 
have, my understanding, 34 fifth graders, they are here from the 
Jewish Primary Day School of our nation’s capitol, and why don’t 
you all stand for us. Welcome, and I understand you are studying 
government and also this week studying the Holocaust. So wel-
come, and we are happy to have you here. Let us give them a hand. 

[Applause.] 
This past Sunday, April 11, nearly 1,000 St. Louisans, my home 

city, attended the Shalom Kneseth Israel Synagogue to commensu-
rate Yom HaShoah, or Holocaust for Memories Day. The event was 
hosted by the St. Louis Holocaust Museum and Learning Center. 

After World War II, about 300 Holocaust survivors came to St. 
Louis. Today fewer than 150 survivors remain. Each year this com-
memoration takes on more urgency as fewer survivors are able to 
recount the terrible tragedies that they witnessed. While Holocaust 
survivors are still among us, we must strengthen efforts to speak 
out and combat Holocaust denial. 

Today, we have with us Ms. Hannah Rosenthal, special envoy to 
monitor and combat anti-Semitism. I understand that her father is 
also a Holocaust survivor. We are honored to have her here today 
to talk about the Obama administration’s efforts to combat Holo-
caust denial and other forms of hateful, derogatory anti-Semitism. 

Anti-Semitism is not just rhetoric. It is a violation of human 
rights. Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
signed in 1948 under the Harry Truman administration, says,
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‘‘Everyone has a right to freedom of thought, conscious and re-
ligion, and this right includes freedom to change his religion or 
belief and free him, either alone or in community with others, 
and in public or private to manifest his religion or belief in 
teaching, practice, worship, and observance.’’

The incidents of anti-Semitism are on the rise. According to 
Abraham Foxman, national director of the Anti-Defamation 
League, 2009 was, ‘‘. . .probably the worst year of global anti-Sem-
itism since the Second World War.’’ There has been no country, no 
city, no continent that has not witnessed anti-Semitism, and we do 
not talk even about thousands and thousands of Web sites, millions 
upon millions of hits to reinforce anti-Semitism. 

According to the Roth Institute for the Study of Contemporary 
Anti-Semitism and Racism at Tel Aviv University, violent acts 
against Jews worldwide more than doubled last year. In 2009, 
there were 1,129 anti-Semitic incidents. This figure is up from 559 
incidents the previous year. It is the highest since the study began 
more than 20 years ago. 

I would like to submit for the record a new report on rising anti-
Semitism just released for the hearing today from the Pew Forum 
on Religion and Politics. Author Brian Grim, who I mentioned in 
the beginning, notes that although the global Jewish population 
takes up approximately .2 percent of the world’s population, gov-
ernmental or societal harassment of Jews was reported in 55 coun-
tries, 28 percent during the 2-year period under examination. 

Today, we will hear about efforts to combat anti-Semitism. I am 
interested in learning about the Obama administration’s effort to 
reduce anti-Semitism and the stigma and misconceptions about 
other faith through their interfaith dialogue. I would like to know 
how other measures our panelists are going to recommend to be 
more effective to enforce measures that combat anti-Semitism. 

I would also like to hear more about the enforcement of laws to 
address Holocaust area restitution issues. For example, the Gov-
ernment of Spain has refused to return a painting expropriated by 
the Nazis to the owners, heirs, even though Spain is a signatory 
to the Terezin Declaration affirming its commitment to return 
looted art. Likewise, Lithuania has yet to enact a law to return 
communal property while Poland has yet to enact a law returning 
private property to Jewish owners. 

We are also interested to hearing about efforts through inter-
national organizations to combat anti-Semitism and what can be 
done through the U.N., the Organization for Cooperation and Secu-
rity in Europe and other international organizations. 

Last May, the United States decided to join the U.N. Human 
Rights Council, reform it from within and use its voice and vote to 
focus attention on the worst abusers of human rights and away 
from an excessive focus on Israel. I am also particularly interested 
to learn about the status of anti-Semitism on Facebook, Twitter 
and YouTube. These media can be tools for liberation and freedom 
of expression, as we have seen in Iran and Venezuela, but they can 
also be used as tools to spread hateful and inciteful speech and 
dangerous ideas. 

I want to now introduce our first witness. Well, actually I am not 
going to do that right now. I am going to turn to our ranking mem-
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ber, Mr. Rohrabacher, recognize him for 5 minutes for his opening 
remarks as well. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Carnahan follows:]

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 09:37 Jun 02, 2010 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\WORK\IOHRO\041410\56053 HFA PsN: SHIRL 56
05

3f
-1

.e
ps



4

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You will get it 
down right. He is our new chairman. And Mr. Chairman, let me 
congratulate you as a new chairman on deciding that this would 
be one of the first hearings that you would call for an organize. 
This is a vitally important issue for us, not only to understand 
where anti-Semitism stands in the world today, but to get to un-
derstand some of the root causes for anti-Semitism which has 
plagued this planet for thousands of years. 

I am also very grateful to Mr. Chris Smith, who is to my left, 
and let me just note that he has been a champion on this issue and 
a role model for myself in terms of compassion and responsibility 
on these kind of issues, and I appreciate your leadership too, Mr. 
Smith. 

Let us take a note about anti-Semitism, and just start this off 
by suggesting that I do not believe that the root cause for the ex-
pansion of anti-Semitism is the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. This no-
tion is something that I think provides too many people an easy 
out in terms of understanding what anti-Semitism is all about, and 
it is not because the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that you have such 
anti-Western attitudes among some, if not many, Muslims. The fact 
is that there has been an anti-Western element to the Islamic soci-
eties over the centuries, and we have seen this, and there have 
been people, and today manifests itself quite often in the form of 
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5

anti-Semitism, but it goes much deeper than just a hatred of the 
Jews. 

Let us note that we have a situation here in the United States 
where we have anti-semites who now have sort of again focused on 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as a means to promote their anti-
Semitism, yet anti-Semitism existed among certain elements in the 
United States long before there was ever an effort by people to 
have a rebuilding of the nation of Israel. 

So we need to understand some of these fundamentals if we are 
going to get at it. Remember we had an anti-Semitic terrorist 
movement in the United States that was very strong for about 100 
years, if not 150 years, but about 100 years. It was called the Ku 
Klux Klan, and they marched around and with their crosses and 
talked about Christianity, and yes, not just repressing black people, 
but also anti-Semitism was a major part of their ideology. 

So, today as we look at this issue, and I am looking forward to 
hearing the testimony, let us note some of the root causes for anti-
Semitism and try to go beyond simply blaming the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, but we do know that with that in mind there is an 
unholy alliance today among anti-semites throughout the world 
and Muslim extremists who they themselves hate, not just Jews, 
but hate the Western way of civilization, that this unholy alliance 
threatens bloodshed and threatens violence not just aimed at Jews 
but aimed at all Western Civilization and all those who would up-
hold those standards of human rights that we hold dear. 

So, Mr. Chairman, today it behooves us to get a better under-
standing of this issue and make sure that the American people 
have a deeper appreciation of the depth of the challenge that we 
face in trying to guard against this evil force in the world. Thank 
you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Thank you, Mr. Rohrabacher, and for your lead-
ership on this committee. The issues that you have championed, 
and this is a good example of one that has brought bipartisan sup-
port, and I am also especially pleased, as you mentioned, to be 
joined by our colleague on the full committee Chris Smith of New 
Jersey who is one of the great champions of human rights in this 
Congress and I want to recognize him for 5 minutes as well. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much for extending 
the courtesy to join you on the committee. Thank you for convening 
this. It is one of the first hearing and it shows your priority, which 
is an extremely important one, combating anti-Semitism, and I 
thank you for that, and I want to thank Mr. Rohrabacher, the 
ranking member, for his kind remarks but also for his years, dec-
ades of championing human rights all over the world, including 
those rights against Jews all over the world. I want to thank him 
for that. 

Let me just say you made a very good point in your opening 
about the idea of differences of opinion with the Palestinians. 
Natan Sharansky has over and over again pointed out that dis-
agreeing with policies that may be promulgated or pushed by the 
Knesset or by whoever the existing prime minister might be is just 
the latest cover on the part of anti-semites to attack, to demonize, 
to de-legitimize Israel, and especially Jews, it comes from the far 
right, it comes from the far left, it comes from the skinheads. There 
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is a large collection, regrettably, of bigots who hate Jews simply be-
cause they are Jews, and now they use the pretext of disagreeing 
with the Israeli state as a means of promoting their hatred. 

In the first decade of the twenty-first century more than any 
other time since the dark days of World War II Jewish commu-
nities worldwide have faced violent attacks against synagogues, 
Jewish cultural sites, cemeteries and individuals. It is an ugly re-
ality that we know from experience it won’t go away by ignoring 
it, a sobering reminder that our societies are filled with a collection 
of bigots who hate Jews. These bigots must be fought and they 
must be defeated. 

I look out at the audience and I see Mark Levin, who when he 
was in his early career working with the NCSJ, now executive di-
rector, I had given a speech, Mr. Chairman, on the floor, the Ham-
ilton Fish had called us together for a special order in 1981, and 
Mark was sitting in the gallery, and after I finished the very 
unremarkable speech came down and said you ought to go to Mos-
cow, Leningrad with the NCSJ, which I did in January 1982, and 
certainly that was my true eye opener about what state-sponsored 
anti-Semitism hate looks like, and that, of course, was the Soviet 
style. 

Unfortunately, we have seen over the years that it has gotten 
privatized in some cases. I chaired a hearing back in 1985, it was 
the first hearing ever as far as we know on this rising tide of anti-
Semitism, and I remember several of our witnesses, some of whom 
are testifying today—just shows they are long stayers in this bat-
tle—talked about the privatizing of it, where the countries in ques-
tion look to stance while those who harbor these ill thoughts and 
this pernicious form of hate would be somewhat have a free hand 
to do whatever they wanted against Jews, and that certainly is a 
serious problem although we see many states do, like Iran, practice 
this in a very systematic way. 

You know, I believe one of the most important things we can do 
in fighting anti-Semitism is to keep reliable records on anti-Semitic 
hate crimes. Surely a surgeon can’t remove a cancer or prescribe 
a course of treatment without documenting the nature, scope, and 
extent of the disease, and anti-Semitism is a vicious disease. 

This is why in 2004, Mr. Chairman, as prime House sponsor of 
the Global Anti-Semitism Review Act, I offered an amendment to 
the already passed Senate bill which just called for a 1-year look 
at anti-Semitic hate, and that amendment created the State De-
partment office to monitor and combat anti-Semitism, and the posi-
tion of special envoy for monitoring and combating anti-Semitism, 
the position occupied by our distinguished witness who we will 
present in just a moment. 

It is also why since 2002 I and other members of the Helsinki 
Commission have taken the lead within the Parliamentary Assem-
bly for the OSCE, and then with the OSCE itself in trying to get 
the 56 participating states to focus, I know some who are here, 
Andy Baker, who is now our special representative in the OSCE, 
fighting to try to make other countries, and our own, aware of what 
our obligations are as governments to fight this. We worked within 
the OSCPA and of course the OSCE to make that all happen. 
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I also believe that another key to combating anti-Semitism is at-
tention to policing and prosecution issues. Police and prosecutors 
must be trained on how to recognize and respond to anti-Semitic 
hate crimes. That is why within the Interparliamentary Coalition 
Combating Anti-Semitism, which I serve in the steering committee, 
I continue, along with the other members of that committee, to 
push for policing issues. If you get the police right, and when some-
thing occurs in any of our countries, it even happened in my own 
state, Mr. Chairman, where in one of our municipalities swastikas 
were painted on gravestones and they just chalked it off as just, 
you know, this some hooliganism. 

So when we take on the French and say you have got to realize 
that that is a sign of hate, it also is equally hateful when it hap-
pens within our own borders. 

We must, and I will conclude on this and would ask that my full 
statement be made part of the record, must never give into fatigue 
or indifference. You know, we cannot get compassion and fatigue. 
We cannot say we have been there, we have done that, why don’t 
other people get it. Anti-Semitism remains what it has always 
been—a unique evil, a distinct form of intolerance, the oldest form 
of religious bigotry and a malignant disease of the heart that has 
often led to murder. It continues to threaten our Jewish brothers 
and sisters throughout the world, so we must redouble our efforts 
in the fight against this scourge of anti-Semitism. 

Thanks again, Mr. Chairman, and I yield back. 
Mr. CARNAHAN. I want to thank the gentleman from New Jersey, 

and without objection his full statement will be placed in the 
record. 

I just got a text. We think we may have votes in 20 minutes to 
half an hour so we are hoping we can get through our first panel, 
and do votes, and then return for our second panel. 

I want to introduce the administration’s witness for today, Ms. 
Hannah Rosenthal. She is the special envoy to monitor and combat 
anti—Semitism for the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Labor of the State Department. Her father was a rabbi and Holo-
caust survivor. She has also studied to become a rabbi. 

From 2005 to 2008, Ms. Rosenthal was executive director of the 
Chicago Foundation for Women, and prior to that she was execu-
tive director of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs for 5 years. 
Ms. Rosenthal served as midwest regional director for the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services during the Clinton admin-
istration, and has helped lead the Wisconsin Clinton-Gore Cam-
paign in 1992 and 1996. 

Ms. Rosenthal attended graduate school for rabbinical studies at 
Hebrew Union College in Jerusalem and L.A. and holds a bach-
elor’s degree in religion from the University of Wisconsin. 

Ms. Rosenthal, welcome. I understand this is your first appear-
ance before a committee since your new position, so especially we 
want to welcome you today. Please proceed and we want to recog-
nize you for 5 minutes, and then we will get to questions. 
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STATEMENT OF MS. HANNAH ROSENTHAL, SPECIAL ENVOY TO 
MONITOR AND COMBAT ANTI-SEMITISM, U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. Thank you so much. Chairman Carnahan, 
Ranking Member Rohrabacher, and members of the subcommittee, 
again this is my first appearance before you and I thank you for 
the invitation to testify, and I would ask that my full written state-
ment be submitted for the record. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Without objection. 
Ms. ROSENTHAL. The role of the special envoy and my office was 

created by the Global Anti-Semitism Review Act of 2004 and came 
out of this committee with your leadership, Congressman Smith. I 
recognize the great leadership role this committee has played and 
that your attention is key to this important human rights issue. 
Regrettably, the need for that attention has not diminished. 

I am pleased to be here today also with Kenny Jacobson of the 
Anti-Defamation League, Rabbi Andy Baker of the American Jew-
ish Committee, Elisa Massimino of the Human Rights First, and 
Rabbi Abe Cooper from the Simon Wiesenthal Center. Their work 
is absolutely critical, and I thank them for their contributions, and 
I look forward to working with them even more closely as we move 
forward. 

Last Sunday was International Holocaust Remembrance Day 
where millions across the world honored the memories of the vic-
tims of the largest genocide in history. As mentioned, I am the 
child of a Holocaust survivor, the only survivor of his family. I have 
no grandparents, I have no aunts and uncles, no cousins. So fight-
ing anti-Semitism is something very personal to me. 

When I was old enough to somewhat understand what my father 
endured as the only member of this family to survive, I asked him 
how could he go on during the Holocaust, and he responded, ‘‘I sur-
vived to have you, Hannah,’’ and those words he took the mantle 
off his shoulders and put it squarely on mine, and I have dedicated 
my life to eradicating anti-Semitism and intolerance with a sense 
of urgency and passion that only my father could give me. 

On January 27th, I walked, voluntarily, through the gates of 
Auschwitz under the infamous ‘‘Arbeit Macht Frei’’ sign as a mem-
ber of the official U.S. delegation to mark the sixty-fifth anniver-
sary of the liberation of Auschwitz. In his remarks, President 
Obama eloquently reminded us that we are here as survivors not 
only to bear witness but to bear a burden. 

Anti-Semitism occurs on every continent. This year the Depart-
ment of State’s International Religious Freedom Report and Coun-
try Reports on Human Rights Practices revealed an increasing 
trend in incidents of anti-Semitism cited in 74 countries, and the 
2009 Pew Global Attitudes Project Survey showed very high levels 
of unfavorable views of Jews and Muslims globally. All of this to-
gether is a very troubling trend. 

The outrageous statements by Iranian President Ahmadinejad 
that the Holocaust never occurred and that Israel and all Jews 
should be wiped off the world map are more than anti-Israel rhet-
oric. It is not land that would be drive into the sea, but Jewish peo-
ple. The United States strongly calls for this destruction of Israel, 
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and finds reprehensible this explicit incitement to commit the most 
extreme violence. 

In recent months, Europe has also seen some disturbing acts of 
anti-Semitism. In Poland, thieves stole the ‘‘Arbeit Macht Frei’’ 
sign at the entrance to Auschwitz. The sign was found a few days 
later cut into three pieces. The alleged ring leader, a Swedish neo-
Nazi, was extradited to Poland a few days ago to stand trial. In 
Greece, two arson attacks damaged the historic Etz-Hayyim Syna-
gogue, the last Jewish monument on Crete. Greek officials con-
demned the attacks with unprecedented open letter to the people 
of Greece. 

Anti-Israel statements are increasingly the vehicle for anti-Semi-
tism, often couched in demonstrations, cartoons and speech against 
the State of Israel. The legitimate role of public expression criti-
cizing government policy can quickly cross over into hateful racial 
slurs and denunciations of the Jewish people themselves. This is 
unacceptable. We believe criticism of Israel crosses the line into 
anti-Semitism when, for example, it applies a double standard or 
compares the policy of Israel to that of the Nazis, or holds all Jews 
responsible collectively for actions of the State of Israel, or denies 
that Israel has a right to exist. 

Natan Sharansky identified the three Ds that cross the line. It 
is anti-Semitic when Israel is demonized, held to a different stand-
ard or delegitimized. 

Now let me describe briefly how my office and the Obama admin-
istration are fighting anti-Semitism. As my title indicates, we vigi-
lantly monitor anti-Semitic acts and discourse. At the State De-
partment, I work with all regional bureaus, the bureau multilateral 
efforts, as well as our diplomatic missions abroad. I am forging 
partnerships with key offices across the U.S. Government, includ-
ing the National Security Council. I am also building on partner-
ships we have with scholars and nongovernmental organizations 
who help us document abuses and provide insights and ideas. 

But combating anti-Semitism calls for more than monitoring. Bi-
laterally we encourage government to confront anti-Semitism with-
in their own societies and reach out to their own Jewish commu-
nities. We also encourage partnership in international institutions. 
The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe has been 
a global pioneer in this regard and we play a leading role in their 
efforts against anti-Semitism. We strongly support the work of 
Rabbi Andrew Baker, the OSCE special representative on com-
bating anti-Semitism. 

This year Kazakhstan as OSCE chair will host a conference on 
tolerance and nondiscrimination at the end of June which I will at-
tend. 

At the United Nations anti-Semitism and anti-Israel sentiment 
often overlap. United Nations’ bodies have long shown a bias to-
ward condemning Israel at a rate much higher than any other 
country. We continue to press for Israel to be treated fairly at the 
United Nations and other international organizations. We are 
pressing the U.N. Human Rights Council to live up to its mandate 
which encompasses treating Israel by the same standards applied 
to other countries and combating anti-Semitism. 
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In addition to diplomacy, we advance civil discourse. We promote 
public discussion on new forms of anti-Semitism, how to recognize 
it, how to combat it. We don’t just confront intolerance, we are ac-
tively promoting tolerance. We are educating opinion leaders and 
policymakers how increasing levels of anti-Semitism are insidiously 
entering mainstream media and public settings. 

Interfaith engagement reenforces religious tolerance. It is easy to 
criticize and even demonize people you have never met. Building 
relationships among different ethnic and religious communities are 
central to tearing down walls of hostility. We are actively engaging 
faith leaders to reenforce the importance of pluralism and protec-
tion of all religious minorities. Next week I will travel to Lithuania, 
Ukraine and Tunisia to advance these efforts. 

This administration, the Department of State, and my office will 
continue to employ the full range of tools to fight anti-Semitism 
from reporting to international diplomacy, from training law en-
forcement to education, from multicultural relationship to public 
engagement. In so doing we must work hard to promote three 
things: Acceptance, respect and tolerance. 

The Jewish story is a unique one and anti-Semitism has unique 
aspects, especially as we observe these days of Holocaust remem-
brance, but hate is hate, and intolerance is intolerance. Jews can-
not eradicate anti-Semitism alone. We condemn intolerance against 
any and all religious or ethnic groups, and strive to eradicate it. 
Together we must combat anti-Semitism and promote tolerance so 
that in the twenty-first century this age-old scourge finally will be 
relegated to the past. 

I look forward to working with you all, and Mr. Chairman, I am 
happy to answer your questions. 

[The prepared statement of Ms. Rosenthal follows:]
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Mr. CARNAHAN. Thank you again for your great overview and 
presentation here to the committee. I want to start, I guess, with 
questions about this past Sunday and Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, and as we see the democratic trends of Holocaust survivors 
passing away and fewer and fewer of them around to tell of their 
experience. I guess can you talk about the status of Holocaust de-
nial laws in the world, and how they are addressing this issue, and 
any countries in particular that you think serve as models for best 
practices in terms of how to address that? 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. There are several good stories I can tell you. Be-
fore I walked through the gate to Auschwitz we met with 29 min-
isters of education from around the world, and the focus of that 
meeting was the status of their Holocaust education, and while un-
even, all 29 states spoke about the importance of their education 
and how they are addressing it in their countries, and I considered 
that very good news. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Can you cite any other best practices of countries 
that have taken positive action to combat anti-Semitism and have 
any of those steps that you think could be replicated to other coun-
tries as a model? 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. I have a few examples for you. The incidents of 
anti-Semitism in the U.K. has gone up hugely and it is a cause of 
great concern, and two members of Parliament decided that this 
was to be a national priority there, and they did an investigation, 
which resulted in the creation of a body called the Interparliamen-
tary Coalition to Combat Anti-Semitism, and they are working 
with parliamentarians throughout the country to not only address 
but to strategize how do we eliminate anti-Semitism with our 
youth, with our older people and with everyone in between. They 
are kind of taking the show on the road and they are using that 
as a model in training many European countries on how to put to-
gether that kind of investigation and how to create an inter-
parliamentary coalition as a result. They, by the way, will be hav-
ing a meeting in November in Canada, which I am hoping you all 
will attend. 

France saw a tripling of incidents in 2009, and their response 
was to do what you all did, and that was to create a special envoy 
position, and that special envoy did come to meet with me to see 
how I plan to address the issue and mobilize agencies within the 
government and outside of government in a coordinated manner 
employ diplomacy, civil discourse, education, interfaith and 
intergroup relationship building. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. And on that I guess just to follow up on that 
topic, during the President’s speech in Cairo in June 2009, he em-
phasized the importance of interfaith dialogue and interfaith ac-
tions. To what extent do you think that these kind of projects can 
help reduce the stigma and stereotypes around Judaism, Islam, 
Christianity, and to what extent do you believe they can be a use-
ful tool, and I guess could you elaborate more on how the adminis-
tration is using that? 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. Well, I agree that it is a very, very important 
tool. It is a critical tool. Everywhere I go, whether it is in a commu-
nity in this country or abroad, I, of course, meet with government 
officials and I meet with the Jewish community to find out what 
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their concerns are and how they are weathering the reports that 
we hear, but I make a point of also meeting with organizations that 
are working interfaith and interethnic advocacy. 

Jews cannot fight anti-Semitism alone. Muslims cannot fight ha-
tred against Muslims alone, and it goes on for all vulnerable popu-
lations, and we have to recognize the common threads of hatred 
and how we have to work together to fight it. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. One more question, then I am going to yield to 
our ranking member, but I mentioned technology in my opening re-
marks, and the new technologies, YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, in 
terms of getting information out. It has been such a positive tool 
on the one hand, but the implications of the negative use of those 
technologies as well, if you could comment on really how you see 
this technology being used, how we can use it in a positive way, 
and is your office involved in that new media? 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. Well, I will tell you that just a few days ago 
they put me on Facebook, but I will tell you I have no idea how 
to use it yet. The department is using Facebook, Twitter, and Web 
sites that are constantly being added information and trying to fig-
ure out ways to be more user friendly. 

There is no question that the new technology and new commu-
nication tools represent both opportunities and huge challenges. 
We in this country treasure our First Amendment. However, when 
there is hate speech online and there is hate speech in the public 
discourse, it is not good enough just to protect freedom of expres-
sion. We have to call it out, and that is what we are focusing on: 
How do we use these new technologies to make sure accurate infor-
mation is being put forth, and in addition we are calling out the 
bad speech, and condemning it strongly. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Thank you. I want to yield now to the ranking 
member, Mr. Rohrabacher. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I 
would like to ask our witness, do you think our President has been 
forceful enough in calling out this hate speech and anti-Semitism? 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. I absolutely do. I find his words very inspira-
tional. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Can you give me quotes that he has said 
about when he was apologizing to the Mullahs in Iran about how 
the United States have had a bad—have done bad things to Iran 
that might have caused ill will, do you have something that he also 
added in condemning their anti-Semitism of the current Iranian 
mullah regime? 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. In our bilateral relationships and our multilat-
eral relationships, this is a high priority. We consider Holocaust de-
nial, Holocaust glorification, which unfortunately is out there, abso-
lutely unacceptable, and the administration is deeply committed to 
doing so. I have——

Mr. ROHRABACHER. I am just going to have to tell you, and I 
again I am trying not to be partisan here, but obviously I am a Re-
publican and I am a little sensitive when a President of the United 
States begins in an apologetic tone to a regime like the mullah re-
gime in Iran. 
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You are saying that you are confident that he has offset that 
with other public statements that condemned anti-Semitism in 
Iran? 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. I think the President has been very firm, as has 
the Secretary of State in—by the way, in my position, which has 
been elevated and integrated into the workings of the entire State 
Department, in elevating my visibility and my access to all parts 
of the department is an indication of an increased commitment and 
a strong support. 

The President speaks so inspirationally, and when he condemns 
hatred against one group, it is condemning hatred against all 
groups, and he has been very strong in his support of the Jewish 
community and in calling out anti-Semitism. 

In his comments on Holocaust remembrance and when we were 
in Auschwitz in January, I only quoted a little bit of what he said 
when I quoted him here, but very movingly he talked about our re-
sponsibility to recognize what happened is unique to Jews, and how 
we take those lessons and translate them into a better world where 
hatred against anyone is eradicated. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Well, I am sorry I am not being too more 
general here because, frankly, broad statements with flowery words 
do not move me. What moves me is specific statements, when you 
say ‘‘calling out’’ you are not talking about making a general state-
ment against anti-Semitism or condemning the Holocaust, we are 
talking about specific statements toward a regime that is a mon-
strous regime that we should have helped their people overthrow 
their own government a long time ago, and the mullahs—and what 
we have is a President going over there and apologizing for what 
we have done in the past. I would hope that that did not give peo-
ple the impression that United States—people of the United States 
in some way are ignoring the anti-Semitism elements as well as 
the anti-Western elements that are going on in Iran today. 

The Islamic culture is expanding into Europe and there are re-
percussions of this, and we see the moves by the banning of head 
scarves and minarets and things like that that have been popping 
up in various countries, Switzerland, et cetera. 

Now does this type of let us say response to the expansion of the 
Islamic culture, is that leading to anti-Semitism in these countries? 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. There is never an excuse, I don’t care what it 
is, for anti-Semitism. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Of course. 
Ms. ROSENTHAL. And anybody who uses some kind of excuse, 

whether political, religious or whatnot, is to be condemned. When 
I used the word ‘‘call out’’ before, that is what I meant, strongly 
condemned. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. So they can actually ban the head scarves 
and do these things without having to worry that this is going to 
have an anti-Semitism response? 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. Well, we believe strongly in this country of the 
freedom of expression, the freedom of religion, people should be 
able to practice their religion, including wearing head scares or 
caput for Jews, and we totally oppose laws that would make that 
criminalized. Freedom of expression, people should be able to freely 
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represent themselves, whether it is their religion, and the list goes 
on. 

So, no, and we speak out against that when France proposed 
that. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Well, as you can tell I am a little bit con-
cerned about what I considered to be lack of a tough position with 
what is obviously an overtly anti-Semitism regime in Iran, the 
President, I don’t believe, has been tough enough, but let us go on. 

He has been pretty tough on Israel on the other hand. I mean, 
Israelis refurbished some apartment buildings, and all of a sudden 
they have become the enemies of peace, and do you think that the 
President’s tough stand on that has helped alleviate or contributed 
to the anti-Semitism in the Middle East? 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. The anti-Semitism in the Middle East is there 
for any different root causes and——

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Sure. 
Ms. ROSENTHAL [continuing]. One of them isn’t what the Presi-

dent says. 
Mr. ROHRABACHER. Okay, so the President of the United States’ 

tough rhetoric with Israel but not so tough rhetoric with the Ira-
nian mullahs doesn’t send a message? 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. I obviously see it very differently, Congressman. 
Mr. ROHRABACHER. All right. I see that my time is up and let me 

just thank the witness for putting up with my very pointed ques-
tions. 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. Thank you. 
Mr. ROHRABACHER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. CARNAHAN. I want to thank the gentleman, and now recog-

nize our colleague from the committee, Mr. Ellison, for 5 minutes. 
Mr. ELLISON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you to the 

witness. Welcome to this committee. 
Ms. ROSENTHAL. Thank you. 
Mr. ELLISON. I would just like to read a quick statement if I 

may. 
Chairman Carnahan, thank you for holding this important hear-

ing today on combating anti-Semitism. This past Sunday we ob-
served Yom Ha’atzmaut in which we remember all those who died 
and suffered because of the Holocaust. We also mourn our collec-
tive failure to prevent such a horrific tragedy. It is a painful lesson 
of dangers of inaction, and we remind ourselves that we must 
never be complacent in the face of genocide, xenophobia, intoler-
ance and hatred. 

As we remember those who were killed in the Holocaust, we 
must also commit ourselves to combat the same discrimination that 
continues today. Incidents of anti-Semitism dramatically increased 
in 2009, and I am committed to speaking out against all acts of 
anti-Semitism regardless of where they originate. This is why it is 
also important that we are holding this important hearing today. 

I just want to note that in 1983, when I was 19 years old, I went 
to Poland as a student exchange participant, and we went to 
Auschwitz, they call it ‘‘Oswiecim,’’ and you know, I just think that 
is something that every person of any age could do because it does 
dramatically demonstrate what depths humanity can sink to, and 
it just reminds me that we all have to be vigilant. 
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I have also been to Yad Vasshem. I have also been to the Holo-
caust Museum even in Amsterdam and Norway, and I can tell you 
that every time I go to a place like that it renews my commitment 
to try to speak up when people are threatened based on who they 
are, what they believe, what they look like, and even what their 
gender is. You know, sadly there are occasions in the world we live 
in right now where people because of their gender are being per-
secuted, abused, raped, but whether it is religious persecution as 
in the Holocaust or whether it is ethnic cleansing persecution or 
whether it is other types of abuse, it is something that I hope this 
Congress always stands against. 

So I yield—well, I don’t really have any questions. I had the 
privilege of meeting with the special envoy and she answered all 
my questions, but I just want to let you know how proud I am of 
the work you do. 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. Thank you. 
Mr. ELLISON. And I encourage you to just keep it up. Please call 

on us. 
Ms. ROSENTHAL. Thank you very much, Congressman. 
Mr. CARNAHAN. I want to thank the gentleman. I now recognize 

our colleague, Mr. Smith, for 5 minutes. 
Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
Ms. Rosenthal, thank you for your testimony. 
Ms. ROSENTHAL. Thank you. 
Mr. SMITH. And for the information you have provided. Let me 

just ask a couple of questions. 
First, on two previous occasions I actually had Natan Sharansky 

testify at hearings on anti-Semitism. One of those hearings he 
brought with him a number of clips from Arab television that in-
cluded a soap opera where blood libel was treated as if it were a 
reality rather than a horrific lie, and also some news clips, and 
made the point that many people in the Middle East and many 
people who are part of diaspora who live in Europe, France and 
elsewhere feed on that kind of anti-Semitic hate in all aspects of 
their life. They watch it on television, they see it in their news pro-
gramming, and when you are young and impressionable especially 
that will lead you to think, oh, it must be true. 

Rabbi Baker in his testimony points out that in an example in 
Sweden of a newspaper called ‘‘Aftonbladet’’—I may be mispro-
nouncing it—published a report from Gaza claiming that Israeli 
soldiers were harvesting organs from Palestinians that they had 
killed. This updated version of the medieval blood libel charge was 
openly denounced by political leaders in the United States and in 
some European capitals. However the Swedish foreign ministry 
maintained in that in its press freedom laws do not permit its own 
public officials to criticize the article, and they even reprimanded 
their own ambassador who made some comments contrary to it. 

You know, these are some of the problems obviously face, and 
Andy Baker faces it as he travels throughout Europe. I wonder if 
you could tell us what your plans are in terms of active monitoring. 

When Sharansky presented his testimony everyone if us, Demo-
crat and Republican alike, sat there, our mouths practically 
dropped, and we said, we never knew. You know, none of us have 
ever seen that before. And I am wondering if you have other than 
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the data calls that go out to our embassies for information, if you 
have any plans to look at print, especially the broadcast media, es-
pecially the entertainment media, because, again, this influence 
that this has is pernicious. If I could, active aggressive monitoring 
would be the point there, particularly of the broadcast. 

Secondly, on staffing, I remember when John Shaddock sat right 
where you sit and I chaired the Human Rights Committee, and 
Frank Wolk had a bill called the International Religious Freedom 
Act. The administration, the Clinton administration was completely 
against it, completely. The bill died a death of 1,000 deaths as it 
made its way through the House and the Senate. I held all the 
hearings on it. And when it was finally passed, obviously it took 
awhile for it to get up and running, but John Shaddock sat there 
and said it would set up a hierarchy of human rights when it came 
to religious freedom, all of it was unfortunate. Thankfully not a 
true response, and then the administration became advocates for it. 

When the Global Anti-Semitism Review Act came up, Colin Pow-
ell, Secretary of State, wrote a several page letter saying it was 
unneeded, we already had that covered by IRFA, and again we ran 
into one of those things where don’t worry about it, we have got 
it covered. 

We responded very aggressively, passed the bill. It was a Senate 
bill, but as I said at the beginning it was going to be a 1-year re-
view. I offered the amendment to say I am going and you in an of-
fice is in charge of it. I am very concerned about the trend of—
again of maybe double hatting, maybe not your position, but the 
staff. And if you could speak to—we need, I believe, dedicated staff 
that is integrated and working with IRFA and other State Depart-
ment personnel who are talented and have part of their portfolio, 
or all of their portfolio working these issues, but I would hate to 
see the specialness of your office diluted, and that is what I would 
believe it to be if you didn’t have dedicated staff, so if you could 
speak briefly to the staffing issue. 

And finally, before my time runs out, I have a lot of other ques-
tions, but the Inter-Parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-
semitism, I think everybody in that front row was there and spoke 
at it, I spoke at it in London. Jonathan Mann, a member of the 
Parliament, had done an outstanding job. I am one of the founding 
members, and I hope all of us go on November 7th to the 9th to 
Canada to be a part of it. 

But let me ask one final question on the Internet. We hear 
among our OSCE friends over and over again that the free speech, 
and I am a passionate defender of First Amendment free speech, 
but when it comes to hate speech and incitement, we know obscen-
ity is not protected speech, I am a sponsor of the Global Online 
Freedom Act which protects nonviolent political speech, nonviolent 
religious speech. I want nothing to do—that is not free speech in 
my opinion, especially when it inures so horrifically against Jews 
because it just does terrible things. I mean, I have seen some of 
it at the side issues at the parliamentary assembly meetings, and 
you can’t watch that without saying, how can that be protected 
speech. So the internet, if you could speak to that as well. 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. Well, your first question kind of links to the 
third question, and that is, how aggressively and actively am I 
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monitoring the messages and the media, and it is bone-chilling. I 
do have much more recent clips, which I would be happy to share 
with you if you really want to have a bad afternoon. Tapes of peo-
ple looking at the camera, and this is on Al-Jazeera, so it is 
watched by millions of people, where clerics are calling for a new 
Holocaust, where they show actual footage of the Holocaust and 
say, isn’t this wonderful what humiliation we are watching, next 
time we hope we can be part of it. I mean bone-chilling. There 
aren’t words strong enough to condemn that, but representing free 
speech and not calling that what it is—hateful, disgusting and 
using every diplomatic tool we have to condemn it—would be the 
wrong thing and we are using all the tools. 

The Internet, then you know because John Mann, who is the 
member of Parliament in U.K., really believes that bad Web sites 
need to be shut down, and he and I have a good little tussle when 
we are talking because I say, the answer to bad or hateful speech 
is more good speech, and that we need to respond to it, not try to 
shut it down because it cannot be shut down. They would just come 
over here, open up a Web site, and do their technology, which I 
don’t understand. 

It is very serious. It can be used to incite to violence which is 
absolutely the only exception we in the United States Government 
use. First Amendment rights and freedom of expression is para-
mount except when it comes to incitement to violence, and there 
are examples where there is incitement to violence and we raise it 
with the television stations and we raise it with the ambassadors, 
and with the NGOs on the ground that are trying to deal with it. 

Mr. SMITH. The staffing? 
Ms. ROSENTHAL. The staffing. Nothing I have needed has not 

been responded to. I work with a great team at the Department of 
State. I mentioned that I have been brought into the building up 
on the 7th floor. I have a front office of the Bureau of Democracy, 
Human Rights and Labor. I work directly with Assistant Secretary 
Mike Posner, and very closely with the International Religious 
Freedom staff. I can’t begin to tell you how helpful it is. 

It is not being diluted. It is being elevated, and I am integrated 
into every directors’ meeting, every senior staff meeting, I am there 
asking the questions that need to be asked, and I think you would 
be proud of how well the department is supporting me and how 
much access and help I get. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Thank you. 
Mr. SMITH. Just 2 seconds? 
Mr. CARNAHAN. Without objection I yield. 
Mr. SMITH. I appreciate your yielding. 
And ambassador-at-large for religious freedom, will that person 

be named soon? 
Ms. ROSENTHAL. There has been a person identified and the per-

son is being vetted currently. 
Mr. SMITH. Okay. 
Mr. CARNAHAN. That is good news. 
Ms. ROSENTHAL. I am glad you asked. 
Mr. CARNAHAN. I want to thank you for being here. Congratulate 

you on your new position, for the work that you do. We look for-
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ward to working with you on many of these challenges, especially 
the time spent today. Thank you. 

Ms. ROSENTHAL. Thank you so much. 
Mr. CARNAHAN. I think what we will do with votes being called, 

we have four votes, and I think what I would like to do just to pick 
up some time is have the second panel come up. We will do a quick 
introduction of the four on the panel, and then we will break, do 
our votes, and come back, and we can jump right into questions. 

Welcome to all of you for being here. Thank you for being a part 
of this hearing. I want to start with Mr. Kenneth Jacobson. He will 
be our first witness for this panel. He is the deputy national direc-
tor for the Anti-Defamation League. He is also the former director 
of the International Affairs at ADL. 

Mr. Jacobson holds a master’s degree in American history from 
Columbia University, earned his bachelor’s degree in history, and 
Hebrew literature at the Yeshiva University. Welcome. 

Next, Rabbi Andrew Baker. He is the director of International 
Jewish Affairs for the American Jewish Committee. In January 
2009, he was appointed the personal representative of the OSCE 
chair in office on combating anti-Semitism, and was reappointed in 
2010. Rabbi Baker served as AJC’s director for European Affairs 
from 1992 to 2000, and as Washington area director from 1980 to 
1992. He is the past president of the Interfaith Conference of 
Washington and a former commissioner on the District of Columbia 
Human Rights Commission. 

Rabbi Baker received a B.A. from Wesleyan University and a 
master’s degree in rabbinic ordination from Hebrew Union College, 
Jewish Institute of Religion in New York City. 

Next, Ms. Elisa Massimino, did I get that correct? Sorry about 
butchering your name. She will be our third witness today. She is 
CEO and executive director of Human Rights First. She is the 
former director of the organization’s Washington Office. She serves 
as an adjunct professor at Georgetown University Law Center 
where she teaches human rights advocacy and has taught inter-
national human rights law at the University of Virginia and ref-
ugee law at George Washington School of Law. She is also a mem-
ber of the bar of the United States Supreme Court. 

She holds a law degree from the University of Michigan, a mas-
ter of arts in philosophy from Johns Hopkins University. 

Last but not least, Rabbi Abraham Cooper. He is the associate 
dean of Simon Wiesenthal Center. For three decades, Rabbi Cooper 
has overseen the Wiesenthal Center’s international social action 
agenda ranging from worldwide anti-Semitism and extremist 
groups, Nazi crimes, to interfaith relations, and the struggle to 
thwart the anti-Israel divestment campaign, to worldwide pro-
motion of tolerance and education. He is recognized as an authority 
on issues related to digital hate and the Internet. 

Rabbi Cooper has his B.A. and M.S. from Yeshiva University and 
a Ph.D. from the Jewish University of America. 

Officially welcome all of you. We look forward to hearing your 
testimony, and we will have some questions when we return from 
these set of votes. Thanks very much. We will be in recess. Assume 
this will take about a half an hour to 45 minutes. 

[Recess.] 
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Mr. CARNAHAN. I want to reconvene the subcommittee. I appre-
ciate your patience, and we will jump right back into this. We have 
also been joined by our colleague Ron Klein from the full com-
mittee. I want to welcome him, and also I understand Rabbi Cooper 
has a time issue, and if it is all right with everybody else we are 
going to ask him to go first. Also, just by the nature of time, we 
had allotted 5 minutes originally. If you could do it a little shorter, 
keep it short and crisp, we can get right to questions. 

So Rabbi Cooper. 

STATEMENT OF RABBI ABRAHAM COOPER, ASSOCIATE DEAN, 
SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER 

Rabbi COOPER. Since you already have my comments, I will try 
to cut to the chase, and I will take toward the end of my remarks 
a few minutes to show you some of the Web sites that you had re-
ferred to in your opening remarks, and hopefully we will still be 
around to have a bigger dialogue on the issue of what to do with 
the Internet companies, et cetera. 

As the chairman and others have pointed out, share this after-
noon the shocking statistics of 100 percent rise in violent acts 
against Jews the world over, and I will not repeat here the horri-
fying statistics brought down from the Roth Institute’s report, but 
much more than synagogue, schools and cemeteries are under at-
tack. Memory and the very legitimacy of Jewish identity are also 
under assault. 

A French Holocaust survivor, Jewels Isaac, labeled the century’s 
long Christian theological anti-Semitism ‘‘the teachings of con-
tempt’’ which created an environment that helped make the Shoah 
possible. Thankfully in 2010, the Catholic Church is an ally, not an 
enemy in the struggle against history’s oldest hatred, but a genera-
tion after Auschwitz the teachings of contempt are alive and well. 

Using statecraft, the Internet, academic freedom, age-old canards 
have been powerfully repackaged to disrespect our dead, demonize 
the living, and de-legitimize the Jewish peoples’ narratives. Why 
not desecrate a synagogue in Caracas or hurtle rocks at a Passover 
Seder at a Rabbi’s home in Budapest, attack Jews on the streets 
of Berlin on a Sabbath morning if you are taught and believe that 
the Protocols of Zion is a legitimate book about Jews and Judaism 
and that synagogues are actually the epicenter for Jewish conspir-
acies to control the world? 

What if, as the U.N. Human Rights Council’s Web page posts, 
there really is a plot of the Israeli military to harvest organs of 
Palestinians, Ukrainians and even Haitians? After all, as has been 
stated before here, the Government of Sweden in the name of de-
fending freedom refused to condemn a mainstream article 
headlining such canards. 

If Jews lie about a 3,500-year-old relationship with the Holy 
Land, if Solomon’s Temple was never built in Jerusalem as senior 
Palestinians insist today, if, as a recent article in Kuwait’s Al-Tard 
insists, Adolph Eichmann, the chief organizer of the Holocaust, was 
actually a friend of the Jews whose ‘‘kindness’’ was repaid by kid-
napping and executing him, if there was no Final Solution, as the 
genocide threatening Ahmadinejad insists, and that the real Nazis 
are the people of Israel, as too many diplomats, Imam’s Ministers, 

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 09:37 Jun 02, 2010 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\WORK\IOHRO\041410\56053 HFA PsN: SHIRL



24

professors and campus activists chant in unison, or what if, as 
some leaders in the Baltics say, there is nothing unique about the 
Nazi Holocaust, that it should be remembered simultaneously with 
victims of communism, why then in democratic Lithuania why not 
prosecute former Jewish partisans while refusing to try a single 
Nazi collaborator? 

These trends are now just a few short years ago were marginal 
rantings are not a permanent feature of the subculture of hate on 
the Internet. The Internet incubates the big lie conspiracies, re-
packages the oldest hate, and promotes center stage the denial of 
the Shoah. 

Let me just take a few seconds to show you a few of the visuals 
from our annual report just released with the help of your col-
league, Congresswoman Maloney, a few weeks ago. Our latest re-
port accounts for about 11,500 problematic Web sites, social net-
working, blogs, et cetera, on the day of the Oklahoma City bombing 
15 years ago there was exactly one hate Web site on the Internet, 
and I have just for the purposes of this meeting pulled only a few 
of the hundreds of postings. 

This one from Russia, this one from the Palestine Information 
Center, this says, ‘‘Enough, exterminate the rats.’’ If you look up 
at the screens, you can follow it. Here you have what looks like an 
online version of the New York Times or the Washington Post, and 
said it is called ‘‘Filthy Jewish terrorists’’ and if you look carefully 
at the headlines actually in the lower right-hand corner there is a 
signature picture of the Oberai Hotel in Mumbai ablazed last year 
which, of course, was attacked by Islamist terrorists from Pakistan, 
and all of the ills of the world, and all of the breaking news is sim-
ply repackaged to reflect it being done by Jews. 

David Duke, this is a Facebook page called ‘‘Zionist Terminator’’ 
that has some 2,400 fans. A few blocks from here last year you had 
James Von Brunn, an 89-year-old racist come shooting into the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Now this is a man 
who was a bigot a long time before the Internet came along, but 
he kept his hatred alive and it was validated and promoted because 
he continued to be active on the Internet, and other racists who 
survive him continue to hold this up as a great example. And even 
when someone, in the case of the shooter at the Pentagon, who had 
no known connection to the hatred of Jews or White Supremacy, 
immediately after his attack, that act was then cut and pasted by 
the extremists online to make it appear as if he in fact was an anti-
semite or was motivated by the hatred of minorities. 

These are now various Web sites around the world that mock or 
deny the Shoah. This is a Facebook page called ‘‘Six Million for the 
Truth about the Holocaust.’’

For the record, Simon Wiesenthal Center has a very good work-
ing relationship with Facebook, especially in the area of inter-
dicting terrorist, pro-terrorist sites, but as we see there are when 
we come to issues involving denial of the Holocaust and demoniza-
tion of all religions, we think that they come down, if you will, too 
hard on the side of freedom of expression and not enough on the 
side of community standards. 

What I am going through right now without stopping is just to 
give you some of the examples of Holocaust denial. The book called 
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‘‘The War for Genocide: The Protocols of Zion,’’ all over the Inter-
net. Here you have it in Egypt. 

YouTube, as a social networking site, being promoted. This is a 
Nazi game which I won’t bore you with the horrible details but ba-
sically to win the game you shoot down mocked Jews who are en 
route to the gas chambers. But on the Internet today you also have 
hate games of bombing the survivors of the Haitian earthquake. 
You have a suicide bomber game where you win if you collect the 
body parts. This too is all part of the Internet. 

Here you have the conspiracy mindset of Plan Andinia of Chile 
and Argentina saying of an alleged plot for Israel to take over that 
part of the world, and this is the updated version, of course, of the 
blood libel, the harvesting of organs, all over the world with a big 
boost not only for the Government of Sweden, but especially, of 
course, the Iranians, and the recent elections in Hungary which 
gave the extremists party, an anti-Semitism party close to 17 per-
cent, now the third largest party in the country, and here you have 
the validation of murdering Israeli civilians by prominent Imam. 

And I will just close here with—I won’t repeat what it says at 
the top, but these are sites that are currently up and running on 
Facebook. If you look, the first one is an attack on Judaism, Chris-
tianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism. So for all of the important 
statements that were made before that we are here first and fore-
most to talk about anti-Semitism and also connecting anti-Semi-
tism to the world view of those who support terrorism, that is all 
reflect in the reality on the Internet today. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
[The prepared statement of Rabbi Cooper follows:]
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Mr. CARNAHAN. Rabbi, thank you for that really graphic and 
broad overview of some of the things that are out there. 

Next I want to go to Mr. Jacobson. 

STATEMENT OF MR. KENNETH JACOBSON, DEPUTY NATIONAL 
DIRECTOR, ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 

Mr. JACOBSON. Thank you for holding this hearing. I think it is 
very important that you are doing so. We have already submitted 
a lengthy document for your reading. I was going to make some ex-
tended remarks but because of time I think I will just limit myself 
to a few comments. 

Let me first say that people ask us at the ADL, is it happening 
all over again? We get that basic question, and our answer is no. 
Let us understand what the Holocaust was, a unique situation. But 
having said that I think what most disturbs us is the peeling away 
step by step of all the constraints against anti-Semitism that grew 
out of Auschwitz. In other words, when the world saw Auschwitz 
they didn’t suddenly not become anti-Semitic, but they became em-
barrassed, ashamed about manifesting anti-Semitism, and while 
that is not everything that we want, we surely want peoples’ atti-
tudes to change, that had a tremendous impact for decades, lim-
iting the manifestations of anti-Semitism. 

And I would say today because of a combination of factors—time 
passing, witnesses dying away, and the fact of this constant bar-
rage against the State of Israel has opened up a legitimization of 
anti-Semitism, and a peeling away of those constraints that al-
lowed us to live in a world where for 50 years or so anti-Semitism 
existed, but it existed in certain limited fashion which now I think 
are being peeled away, and that is what keeps me up at night, 
which is the idea as we move along if we continue to allow these 
constraints to be removed we may see a much more explosive pe-
riod of anti-Semitism in the future. 

Secondly, there are two ironic and depressing manifestations of 
hatred toward Jews which have reemerged which we have to deal 
with. One is the great irony, this is the Human Rights Committee, 
is that a lot of human rights law came out of the terrible experi-
ence of the Holocaust: Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 
the U.N., the Nurenberg laws were manifestations of the world 
waking up to what happened at Auschwitz. We have the situation 
today, particularly at the Geneva Human Rights Council, but in 
other ways, where human rights laws are now being turned against 
the Jewish people through the State of Israel, and it is something 
that we should be outraged about, and we should call attention to, 
and make it clear that it is the Jewish people who not only suffered 
the greatest degradation of human rights, but that indeed so many 
Jews and Jewish organizations as represented here have been in 
the forefront fighting for human rights around the world, and this 
degradation of this principle is one that is not only dangerous to 
the Jewish people but dangerous to the world at large. 

And connected to that is the ironic and very depressing element 
of how the Holocaust itself is being turned against the Jewish peo-
ple. The great tragedy of the Jewish people is now being used in 
so many instances against Jews. During the war in Gaza so many 
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of the protestors against Israel and against Jews had signs accus-
ing Israel and the Jewish people of being the Nazis of today. 

Whatever your views are of Israeli policy, the notion of com-
paring Israel today to what happened to the Jewish people 65 
years ago is outrageous and really is important to counter and to 
make clear what all this is about, and these are things that we 
have to see. 

Now, people ask us very often what is the difference with all 
these problems, the Ahmadinejad problem, the nuclear issue, the 
global anti-Semitism, what is different today? And I think what is 
really truly has been different in so many ways in terms of the 
Jewish condition has been our great country. 

If we remember in the 1930s America, when Woodrow Wilson 
went to Paris after World War I and came up with the concept of 
the League of Nations, and came back and the U.S. Senate rejected 
American participation, we retreated into isolationism, what 
turned out to be a disastrous development for the world at large 
and for the Jewish people. 

The United States, thank God, entered World War II soon 
enough to save the world from Hitler. We did not enter the war 
soon enough, for a whole variety of reasons to save the Jewish peo-
ple, and we know about that, and so much of what we have done 
and what our own Government and people have done over the 
years is to say ‘‘never again’’ and to use the leadership of the 
United States to ensure it. And I think that continues to be the 
message. The work that we did with the OSCE, all these committee 
hearings, the legislation, all the public statements over the years, 
the work with Soviet Jewry, and Ethiopian Jewry, and all of these 
issues were because of the tremendous leadership of the United 
States of America. 

And so you are holding this hearing today, in my view, as part 
of that historical process and the most I think we can say is we 
need to encourage to move it forward in a very, very positive direc-
tion. That means in terms of bilateral relations with every country 
this must be a priority. That means in terms of enforcing legisla-
tion and building up Special Envoy Hannah Rosenthal’s work and 
the work that we do, all of that is terribly important. 

My basic message is that the problems are becoming more se-
vere, and the role that all of us play in the months and years 
ahead will become even more important. Thank you very much. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Jacobson follows:]
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Mr. CARNAHAN. Thank you, Mr. Jacobson. Appreciate your being 
here and your remarks. 

Next I want to go to Rabbi Andrew Baker. We will recognize you 
for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF RABBI ANDREW BAKER, DIRECTOR OF INTER-
NATIONAL JEWISH AFFAIRS, AMERICAN JEWISH COM-
MITTEE 

Rabbi BAKER. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Again you 
have my full testimony for the record, and I am going to try to 
summarize what I had prepared in an abbreviated form. 

I think for all of us if we look back on this decade it is evident 
that we were overly optimistic in thinking so many issues, domestic 
and international, would be resolved, so perhaps we, while can be 
troubled, should not be surprised that anti-Semitism is one of those 
issues. 

We can recall the U.N. Conference in Durban in 2001, which was 
really intended to fight racism but became a venue for a new anti-
Semitism, an attack on Jewish targets. The breakdown of the Mid-
dle East peace process shortly thereafter triggered unprecedented 
attacks on Jewish targets in much of Western Europe. Many East-
ern European countries eager to gain membership in NATO were 
focused for a time on addressing unfinished issues related to the 
Holocaust, Holocaust history, dealing with anti-Semitism, property 
restitution. But most of those efforts were incomplete and still re-
main with some distance to go. 

We have seen the persistence of ultra nationalist parties in Eu-
rope, the old ones in France and Austria, for example, and new 
ones which have been formed in Bulgaria, only last week in the 
elections in Hungary. Many of these parties have a more broad 
anti-Roma xenophobic agenda, but they all link together with anti-
Semitism as a theme running as well. 

We know of this, it has already been addressed by several speak-
ers that anti-Israel animus that really has become a new form of 
anti-Semitism when it crosses over literally to the kind of 
eliminationist talk of Israel, holding it up to standards no other 
country is expected, et cetera. 

What I wanted to do here was to reflect at least in some areas 
based on my work at AJC, but also as the personal representative 
of the OSCE chair. I would say to begin with that the essential ele-
ment of the problem in many countries is the increasingly nor-
mative presence of anti-Semitism in public discourse, in press, 
media, on the Internet, and at public gatherings. It is pernicious 
in its own right, but it also represents or can represent serious se-
curity questions for Jews and Jewish institutions. 

Many European countries have various laws that restrict hate 
speech. Usually the difficulty is not necessarily in the legislation 
itself, but it is in the difficulty of actually enforcing and operating 
with these laws. I have enumerated in my written testimony spe-
cific examples, but in many cases what you have are laws that are 
only infrequently enforced. You often have months, even years 
passing, before a charge that has been brought reaches some con-
clusion. 
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In countries such as our own which have very absolute free 
speech protections, we have devised other ways to confront this 
hate speech. We are accustomed to seeing political figures, civic 
leaders speaking out quickly and forcefully. That, in any case, is 
what we would ask. But in many of these countries we will find 
political leaders saying, ‘‘It is in the hands of the prosecutor, we 
can’t speak.’’ In some case it is really a way to let them off the 
hook, and they are looking for a way to be let off the hook. In other 
cases you will find, I think, in different countries political leaders 
calculating that being too strongly opposed to anti-Semitism may 
even cost them votes, so leaving that somewhat ambiguous literally 
plays to their political motives. 

One of the concerns that has been identified by ODIHR in its 
most recent hate crime report is the need for monitoring, for recog-
nizing these events when they take place. Governments have been 
urged to do it. Many are lax or incomplete in their collecting data 
or in collecting data that is sufficiently detailed to identify per-
petrators and victims. As I mentioned, since much of anti-Semitism 
comes in the form of public discourse, sometimes that is the first 
area that is really not very well monitored and recorded. 

Governments have made certain commitments within the OSCE 
process. They are not all living up to it. We need to push them to 
do it. We can also encourage and support Jewish communities in 
collecting their own information in a standardized way that can 
then become again a vehicle for reporting. What has happened too 
frequently is that events are not reported. If they are not reported, 
political leaders say we don’t have a problem. We know differently. 

Finally, in a general overview, the importance of defining anti-
Semitism cannot be underestimated. The European Monitoring 
Center, which is an EU agency, 6 years ago conducted its first sur-
vey, its first analysis of anti-Semitism in the EU then of 17 coun-
tries. Over half the monitors of those countries had no definition 
at all. Of those that did no two were the same, and as a result 
pushing them and working with them they developed a ‘‘working 
definition’’ of anti-Semitism. It is an official definition now of the 
EU Fundamental Rights Agency. 

The full definition is appended to my report, but it is important 
to note that it gives a clear overview of what anti-Semitism is and 
it has a very specific area focusing on where that anti-Israel ani-
mus itself becomes a form of anti-Semitism. There are other defini-
tions that may be similar but I think it is very important for us 
to focus here because essentially here, at least now for 27 countries 
in the EU this is their definition, and I think we want them to live 
up to it. It has been undertaken for use by ODIHR and its police 
training, so here we have it being disseminated to 56 countries. 

In conclusion, I can recall, and I know that Congressman Smith 
was with us in Berlin at the time of the OSCE conference in 2004, 
and in the issuing of the Berlin Declaration that at the time 55 
countries ascribed to. Among that declaration’s statements, I want 
to point out that these countries said, and I quote, ‘‘International 
developments or political issues, including those in Israel or else-
where in the Middle East, never justify anti-Semitism.’’ A terrific 
declaration. 
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Sadly, I think we see it is still the problem, not necessarily that 
it justifies it in the eyes of political leaders, but it often triggers 
it, and it is often used as an excuse for it. So here I think we need 
to keep our focus and focus on those governments to live up to the 
declaration that they ascribed to 6 years ago. 

The OSCE does remain an important international venue to get 
at this issue when you think and put it in contrast to what hap-
pened in Durban at that U.N. conference. We have had very seri-
ous discussions within the OSCE, and in commitments that govern-
ments have made. It only has happened because here in Congress 
there has been the impetus, pushing at times an administration 
that may be reluctant because of that OSCE consensus-based deci-
sionmaking process, but it has succeeded. 

The current chair-in-office, Kazakhstan, has indicated it will hold 
a high-level conference at the end of June. I think it is very impor-
tant that the U.S. is represented at a high level. All of us at the 
table here are trying to encourage the administration to do so. We 
hope you can play an equally strong role in pushing for this. 

I would add one other element within the OSCE. Every year 
there is a Mediterranean seminar linking those six Mediterranean 
partners with the OSCE, and I believe it is an opportunity with 
enough time given to it and with energizing our own representation 
in Vienna that at that gathering it should be possible to address 
these issues, the issue of anti-Semitism and other tolerance-related 
issues with those partners. As we know, as we have seen, some of 
those partner countries—Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria—have become a 
source of anti-Semitism exported to immigrant communities in Eu-
rope proper. So with effective planning I think we can make that 
an important venue as well. 

In closing, I think one always has to say, and I thank the mem-
bers here, that your ability to raise this issue when you receive 
leaders of foreign governments who come to Washington or when 
you travel abroad is perhaps the most significant effort that the 
U.S. Government plays. As long as political leaders in these coun-
tries know that here on Capitol Hill, that here in Washington this 
issue matters, then it gets their attention and they will at least 
begin to address it. I think without this help we truly would be 
lost. 

So again let me thank you. We at AJC, whatever efforts and re-
sources we have at OSCE in my role are ready to assist you or offer 
any information or material that would be helpful. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. 

[The prepared statement of Rabbi Baker follows:]
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Mr. CARNAHAN. Thank you, Rabbi Baker, and last we want to 
turn to Ms. Massimino. 

STATEMENT OF MS. ELISA MASSIMINO, PRESIDENT AND 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, HUMAN RIGHTS FIRST 

Ms. MASSIMINO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you all for 
your leadership and attention to these issues. I want to say a spe-
cial thank you to Congressman Smith with whom we have worked 
so closely on this issue and many other human rights issues over 
many years. 

Combating anti-Semitism has been a priority for Human Rights 
First for a long time. In 2002, we started monitoring the rise in vio-
lent acts motivated by anti-Semitism and to press for stronger gov-
ernment action to combat them, and since that time we have issued 
a number of reports on the subject, which I have with me and can 
share with you. 

Our focus and the focus of my statement and our testimony has 
been on anti-Semitic hate crime in Europe and North America, spe-
cifically on the 56 countries of the OSCE. We have long maintained 
that anti-Semitic violence, along with other hate crime, must be 
viewed and responded to as a serious violation of human rights. 
Likewise, we believe it is important that these violations be chal-
lenged, not just by victims groups or those who represent commu-
nities of targeted individuals, but by all who seek to advance uni-
versal rights and freedoms. 

I would like to make three quick points today, and ask that the 
rest of my written testimony be included in the record. 

First, anti-Semitism is a unique and potent form of racism and 
religious intolerance, and the extent of violence motivated by anti-
Jewish animus throughout much of the OSCE region remains 
alarming. Second, with few exceptions, government responses to 
this rising tide of violence has been woefully inadequate; and fi-
nally, other forms of violent hate crime motivated by race, religion, 
national origin, sexual orientation, and other similar factors have 
also been on the rise in many countries, and governments and non-
governmental actors should be developing comprehensive strategies 
to combat it. 

In Europe and North America, anti-Semitism violence remains at 
high levels following a significant increase beginning in the year 
2000. Indeed, violence in some countries is several times higher 
than it was at the end of the 1990s. Anti-Semitism, like other 
forms of racism, is an obstacle to participation in public life fully 
and free of fear. Violent incidents have involved individuals who 
are identified as Jewish by their religious dress or appearance 
when traveling on public transport or walking in the street, and in 
many instances Jews have been targeted while going to and from 
their places of worship or schools. 

The translation of sentiment against Israel or the policies of its 
government into anti-Jewish antipathy has since 2000 generated 
new patterns of anti-Semitism violence that has fluctuated in rela-
tion to events in the Middle East. This new anti-Semitism com-
bines the ancient route in forms of anti-Semitism with new political 
elements, and appear to be related to periodic surges in the tax. 
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But the Middle East is only a part of today’s anti-Semitism. Con-
temporary anti-Semitism is multifaceted and deeply rooted. It can-
not be viewed solely as a transitory side effect of the conflict in the 
Middle East. Anti-Semitic incitement and violence predate the Mid-
dle East conflict and continue to be based in large part on century’s 
old hatred and prejudice. 

The branding of Jews as scapegoats for both ancient and modern 
ills remains a powerful underlying factor in the anti-Semitism ha-
tred and violence that continues to manifest itself today. Less than 
a year ago we received a grim reminder of the potency of this ha-
tred just blocks from where we now sit when a self-avowed white 
supremist and anti-semite gunned down a security guard at the en-
trance to our Holocaust Museum. 

Human Rights First advocated a comprehensive program of ac-
tion, our 10-point plan which is included at the end of my written 
testimony for governments to combat anti-Semitism and other hate 
crimes. We have seen some limited progress over the last several 
years. For example, in public recognition of the problem, in moni-
toring and reporting, in enactment of hate crime laws, and in law 
enforcement. But high levels of anti-Semitism violence persist and 
the political will to address them is still lacking in many countries. 

In our first report on this problem in 2002, we identified a seri-
ous data deficit on anti-Semitism offenses with most governments 
failing even to monitor and report on, let alone prosecute these 
crimes. Almost 10 years later most European governments still fall 
short of their commitments to monitor anti-Semitism offenses, 
which we think is an essential building block for a comprehensive 
response to the problem. 

While the threats facing the Jewish community today are deeply 
rooted and uniquely potent, they are also part of a rising tide of 
hate-motivated violence across Europe. We have reported an in-
crease since 2005 in hate-motivated violence in many parts of Eu-
rope and North America perpetrated against members of a range 
of communities because of their ethnicity, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, immigrant status or other similar factors. The shared nature 
of the problem of hate-motivated violence underscores for us the 
need for governments to adopt comprehensive approaches to the 
full range of this violence. Likewise, in the nongovernmental 
sphere the shared nature of the problem calls for a coordinated re-
sponse. 

The promise of work toward a shared solutions is perhaps best 
illustrated by the cross community cooperation that has emerged in 
recent years among civil society groups here in the United States 
and abroad. Here at home the Leadership Conference on Civil and 
Human Rights, of which Human Rights First is a member, is a 
good example of this unified effort. Working together with other 
leadership conference members, including the Anti-Defamation 
League, has enormously strengthened our capacity to raise aware-
ness in the U.S. and internationally of the threat posed by anti-Se-
mitic and other hate crimes, and to work with governments and re-
gional and multilateral institutions for change. But, unfortunately, 
this type of cooperation is rare in the communities that are often 
working in isolation from each other. 
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I have a number of recommendations in my written statement 
that are addressed at the United States Government, the Congress, 
the Executive Branch, multilateral institutions, and I would echo 
the recommendations of my colleagues on this panel with respect 
to the need for leadership by the United States in pressing the 
state of the OSCE, in particular, but all nations to live up to the 
commitments that they have already made to work against anti-
Semitism and anti-Semitic hate violence and all forms of hate 
crimes. 

Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Ms. Massimino follows:]
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Mr. CARNAHAN. Thank you, and we will want to jump right into 
some questions here, and I think I again want to start with Rabbi 
Cooper because I know you are close on time. Do you have a few 
minutes to take some questions before you leave? 

Rabbi COOPER. Yes, please. 
Mr. CARNAHAN. Looking back at the issue of the thousands of 

hate sites on the Internet, to what extent can the U.S. Government 
or other governments combat these kind of sites while balancing 
the freedom of speech issues? What are some of the strategies that 
you think can be effective in addressing the issue? 

Rabbi COOPER. Well, I think we have a few things we can all 
agree upon. We don’t want to assign on to rules or protocols writ-
ten at the U.N. that would make Beijing or Havana happy. We 
want to make sure we protect our liberties, and also just from a 
practical technological point of view it is impossible to keep any 
idea off of the Internet. Just like we can’t legislate hatred out of 
the real world, we won’t be able to write protocols to remove it. 

Having said that, the notion that the answer to ‘‘hate speech on 
line is more speech’’ doesn’t wash. It is a different kind of tech-
nology. We can spend millions of dollars and some of us have here 
on brilliant Web sites but you have to bring the people to look at 
it, and those who are both the targets of attacks and the young 
people who are targeted to believe the hatred are not necessarily 
going to come to your site. 

So on a practical basis how do we approach this? With democ-
racies, we play it very simple. Whatever their rules of engagement 
are about where to limit speech, hate speech, we will cooperate 
with them, but that usually drives many of those Web sites to U.S. 
servers. That is really the bottom line, it has pretty much shredded 
in some ways the German anti-hate laws that they have had be-
cause you just go ahead and go offshore, if you will, to the United 
States. 

Our approach here, first and foremost, is to urge the Internet 
providers to live up to their own rules. You know, Mr. Chairman, 
each of us pushes that little gray button when we get a new soft-
ware that says, ‘‘I agree,’’ I don’t know if you have ever read what 
you agree with. I haven’t either, but we have really researchers 
who have. We sign a contract when we push that button, and what 
we are saying, if the Internet is now a giant virtual mall, we want 
to make sure that the companies who provide that access don’t give 
frontage property to the bigots and racists, and if they cross the 
line they should be thrown out. 

Facebook has been brought up a lot here. They are in a unique 
position. They are now at 400 million separate users and climbing 
worldwide. They have, I think, the right business plan and the 
rules in place, and kind of overwhelmed simply by just—it is hard 
to even wrap your mind around the kind of stuff that is being pre-
sented. 

I think that this committee does have a role. I believe if Congress 
will call in and convene another hearing, bring in the Internet com-
munity, bring back some of the—have a focus on the issue of 
human rights and the Internet, I believe, knowing quite a few of 
the players up in Silicon Valley, if they are given the opportunity 
to apply some of their collective genius to this problem and a little 
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bit of a bully pulpit from this august body, we will get a lot further 
than by waiting for some magical answer to come down from a 
U.N. agency in Geneva. 

So, I think there is a lot to be done, and I think that having a 
constructive consortium of government, private industry, Internet 
users, and human rights NGOs could bring us to a better place. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Rabbi, it is a great idea, great food for thought, 
and I am going to yield to the ranking member who has got limited 
time as well. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Thank you very much, and because we have 
been through this today when the Egyptian Ambassador arrives in 
my office in 10 minutes I will make sure I bring it up. All right. 

A couple of idea and suggestions. First of all, in terms of the 
Internet of which we are talking about here, I think we do have 
to be very careful not to permit totalitarian governments to take 
advantage of systematic that we have set up in order to prevent 
this type of hatred from being used to suppress democratic move-
ments, et cetera, and to cover their own misdeeds. 

Perhaps there could be a labeling that would be agreed upon by 
all of the Internet providers that would be passed on by and judged 
by certain people to say that this—the following has been judged 
to be untruthful and based on hatred or something like that, some 
kind of big thumbs down, and then that might be an official ap-
proval or stamp of disapproval that might have an impact. That is 
number one, and it would be a way to counter them saying, well, 
that, of course, was discounted by blah-blah, you know, by what-
ever commission on truth and against hatred or whatever you want 
to call it. That is one idea. 

And to counter—look, what we are talking about here is an in-
crease in anti-Semitism throughout the world, and there are ways 
to counter it by doing what I just suggested, or there are ways to 
be proactive in basically undermining basic concepts of anti-Semi-
tism. One of the things that I have worked on and spent a lot of 
time working in my office with Representative Paul Brown who has 
a bill, H.R. 1175, in which I am basically the co-author of it, al-
though I am the co-sponsor I am actually the co-author of it, I 
worked with Congressman Brown on this. And what it is is a reso-
lution that suggests that the Ten Commandments should be recog-
nized as a unifying force for Western Civilization, and if we have 
a positive approach toward making sure that we emphasize that—
when you talk to the Judeo-Christian heritage of our country, and 
of Western Civilization, that it really is the Judeo-Christian herit-
age and point that out, and this resolution, for example, I think 
would be very proactive in promoting the idea that—I think what 
it does is declare the first weekend of May to be a Ten Command-
ments weekend, that we all recognize this, and it might even be 
a way to reach all Muslims who I believe believe in the Ten Com-
mandments as well. So that would be the type of positive approach 
where you are building up a recognition of something positive rath-
er than just pointing out the negative. And anyone that can help 
promote that bill, for example, that would be a very positive thing 
to do, and it should be a bipartisan effort because there is only one 
Democrat on the bill right now but it should be a bipartisan effort. 
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So I would hope that you might lobby some people in Congress and 
that would be a positive thing as well. 

So, Mr. Chairman, those are my responses to this today, and 
again what we have seen here and was verified by the last witness 
is that we have had this increase in Holocaust as we know, and 
we need to recognize that, and we need to counter it both in a posi-
tive way, but also in a way that we can actually condemn it, offi-
cially condemn it without actually restricting freedom of speech, 
and that the moral condemnation means a lot, and that is what 
this committee hearing is all about today, So I will when I got to 
the—yes, sir? 

Rabbi BAKER. I didn’t mean to interrupt you, Congressman, but 
since you said you were going to see the Egyptian Ambassador——

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Right. 
Rabbi BAKER [continuing]. I wonder if I could share a thought. 
Mr. ROHRABACHER. Please do and I will share that with him. 
Rabbi BAKER. I was in Cairo a month ago. This was part of ef-

forts going back, oh, 5 years, to press the Egyptian Government on 
the preservation of Jewish heritage in Egypt. For example, there 
are a dozen synagogues in Cairo, but probably only a few dozen 
Jews are left. To their credit, the Egyptians ultimately follow 
through. A month ago we had a re-dedication, the Egyptians have 
essentially restored, reconstructed the original yeshiva of Moses 
Maimonides, the most famous Jewish scholar who lived in Cairo in 
the Twelfth Century, and the adjacent synagogue which was built 
in the Nineteenth Century, a beautiful restoration. 

The fact is, however, no Egyptian official participated in the re-
dedication event. In fact, press was physically turned away from 
the event. What is the reason? There is such a conflation between 
Jews and Israel that doing anything positive, even as political lead-
ers saw there was value in maintaining or restoring this heritage, 
doing anything positive in this area of its Jewish history so un-
nerved them in terms of incurring criticism from their own popu-
lation, or the political elites in their population, they did not want 
anybody to know. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. I will make sure that I, number one, praise 
them for allowing this to happen, but number two, mention that 
they really missed an opportunity to show—to reach out and show 
some leadership. 

One last note here and then I really do have to go, and I am 
sorry, I think it is really important for us to understand one point, 
and to make it clear to the people who are listening today that we 
are not saying that Israel is above criticism, and far too often what 
has happened is people are suggesting that any criticism of Israel 
is anti-Semitism and it is not. Israel, just like the United States, 
it is not anti-Americanism to criticize and to point out our failings, 
and America has failings too. 

So, we should make sure that we also discipline ourselves so that 
we know that some criticism, there are mistakes that have been 
made and people didn’t live up to certain standards both in our 
country and every country, and that that type of criticism we 
should not—those people who are labeling that anti-Semitism are 
doing a disservice to those of us who are trying to get at some of 
the hard core stuff that Rabbi Cooper was showing us. 
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Rabbi COOPER. May I make just one quick——
Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Jacobson. 
Mr. JACOBSON. I think your point is so vital. When we meet lead-

ers, as others here today, they always raise the question, ‘‘Are you 
saying any criticism of Israel is anti-Semitis?’’ I am always happy 
when they ask it because I know they are saying to themselves, 
‘‘The Jews are trying to stifle the legitimate criticism of Israel by 
claiming anti-Semitism.’’ We make it clear, and I think that point 
that you made is terribly important for the credibility of all that 
we do. Of course not. 

Israel is a country like other countries. It has good policies and 
bad. We may disagree with the criticisms, but that doesn’t make 
it anti-Semitism. What it really is when it is egregious or some-
times even less obvious or certain campaigns such as boycott cam-
paigns, divestment campaigns which are only done against demo-
cratic Israel, this leads to legitimate questions as to the motivation 
behind it. 

But I couldn’t agree with you more that we have to make clear 
that we are not talking about normal criticism whether one agrees 
with that or not. 

Rabbi COOPER. Mr. Chairman, if you would just give me——
Mr. CARNAHAN. Yes, Rabbi Cooper. 
Rabbi COOPER. The good news is I actually do have to leave, so 

it will just be 30 seconds. 
There is one other part to the equation of anti-Semitism which 

technically could be brought up under OSCE because the U.S. is 
a member, but we shouldn’t be under any misunderstanding that 
the issues are not just in Cairo or in Budapest. I have received let-
ters from our fellow California constituents at UC Berkeley in the 
last 2 days who are facing physical intimidation for standing up for 
their rights to be heard on campus. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. UCI as well. 
Rabbi COOPER. UC Irvine, the UC system, so they are all saying 

that charity begins at home, it will be for another day and another 
time but we have an overflow of these problems created elsewhere 
that are playing out to the detriment of our kids, and of our edu-
cational systems right here in the U.S. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Thank you. Rabbi, again thank you, and safe 
travels. 

I want to get one quick question in and then go to Mr. Smith, 
and I want to direct this to Rabbi Baker. As I mentioned in my ear-
lier remarks many countries have made commitments at inter-
national conferences over the last decade, most recently last sum-
mer in Prague to resolve claims of families whose art was looted 
during the Holocaust. What steps can we take to countries who are 
in possession of such works that repudiate these commitments such 
as Spain as they have done with the claim by Claude Cassirer? 

Rabbi BAKER. Yes. You know, I know Claude Cassirer very well. 
I have been taking up his issue whenever I have had the oppor-
tunity with Spanish officials. It is a terrible and very cynical exam-
ple of the problem we face. Here you have a situation where there 
was no dispute this was a painting that hung in his grandmother’s 
living room in Berlin, it was part of looted Nazi art. He was raised 
by his grandmother. He remembers that painting. When it ulti-
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mately was discovered to exist, it was, as it is now, a part of the 
Thyssen Museum in Madrid. 

When pressed, the Spanish Government, as you said, they were 
part of the signatories to the Terezin Declaration, they were also 
here in Washington in 1998 when there was a set of principles that 
were adopted on looted art. At first they said, well, this is a private 
museum; therefore the government doesn’t have a role to play. 

When the Cassirer family finding no alternative to trying to 
reach some negotiation tried to go to court in this country suddenly 
this was no longer a private museum, it was a government mu-
seum and they were appealing to the foreign sovereignty law to 
prevent this suit from going forward. 

Now the Spanish Government or the cultural ministry is saying, 
well, Claude Cassirer’s grandmother was paid compensation by 
Germany. In fact, Germany did make payments, indemnification 
payments for losses under the Nazis. Usually they were a small 
percentage of what was the real value, but even Germany today 
would say if the painting is there and can be returned, which a 
German institution would do, then whatever payment was made in 
the past would simply be repaid, but the actual object that was 
looted would be returned. 

So, it is a very cynical argument that has come from Spain. I last 
addressed it to the Foreign Minister in June last year, and also to 
the deputy minister of culture, but I have to say I am pleased you 
have raised it because I think only will there, I think, be a positive 
resolution—again it will continue through the U.S. courts, it is still 
a possibility that it will be allowed. The lower court said they 
should be allowed to bring suit. A panel in the Appeals Court 
upheld that. Now the full Appeals Court is hearing it. But I think 
Spanish officials need to hear that it is outrageous and to hear that 
from you and other Members of Congress. 

I do believe there are elements in the Spanish Government, it is 
not monolithic, that would like to see this resolved, but I think the 
word needs to get beyond the foreign ministry into the cultural 
ministry and elsewhere, but I am pleased you raised this issue be-
cause it is a terrible and sad case. Mr. Cassirer is, I believe, 89 
years old now, and one really just fears that he is not going to see 
this resolved in his lifetime. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. I appreciate your work on that, and I think it is 
an important issue that needs to continue to be raised. 

I now want to recognize Mr. Smith for 5 minutes. 
Mr. SMITH. Mr. Chairman, thank you again. Thank you for con-

vening this very important hearing, and, frankly, this panel is 
made up of extraordinary men and women who are not just experts 
but highly effective activists who have made the difference in miti-
gating anti-Semitism. It would be much worse than it is today had 
it not been for your work over these many years and even decades. 

I also want to thank you for your clarity, your wisdom, your pas-
sion, your leadership, another wake up call to Congress that we 
need to redouble our efforts, and today your patience. 

Special Envoy Rosenthal earlier spoke of how her work is being 
integrated into the State Department work, and while 
mainstreaming I think can be a good thing, there is a flip-side to 
that coin, and we have seen it at the OSCE, Rabbi Baker, perhaps 
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you more than anyone else, where it gets subsumed into everything 
else and loses that—or becomes blunt and loses that sharp edge 
that it must have. 

I am wondering if you could speak to the issue of the office not 
having dedicated staff. Do you think we should push to try to re-
verse that? Frankly, I think we should. Rather than having other 
people within the Department of State as, you know, people that 
are go-to, but the special envoy can only do so much as one person. 
I do think she needs other people working for her and with her. 

I would ask you if you could touch on how well the office is moni-
toring broadcasts I mentioned earlier, even Rabbi Baker and Mr. 
Jacobson and others. When we were in London there were some 
broadcasts that some watched on satellite television that were 
filled with anti-Semitism hate. It is routine, but are we capturing 
it at the office or do we just wait occasionally for someone to bring 
it forward? I think that is important, and do we have the capability 
at the office? Maybe there needs to be additional appropriation to 
make sure that they can capture that data so we know what we 
are really dealing with. 

Let me ask you also to speak, if you would, on south of the bor-
der anti-Semitism. Several years ago I met with Edwardo Elstain, 
and Argentine Jew who lost—he was kidnapped, he was tortured, 
and lost his business. He has been trying for 38 years to reclaim 
it. I have raised the issue again and again with our own Govern-
ment. I have raised it with the Argentine Government. Still he has 
not been able to receive his confiscated property. 

But last August I, along with Jonathan Mann, and we have spo-
ken about him today, with our interparliamentary group, put to-
gether a trip to go to Venezuela to meet with the Jewish commu-
nity there and then hopefully to meet with Chavez’s people, maybe 
Chavez himself, to raise the issue of anti-Semitism and especially 
in light of Ahmadinejad’s ever-closening ties there. I would say for 
the record that I was profoundly disappointed when our own com-
mittee would not authorize my travel even though I had asked sev-
eral members on the Democrat side to travel with me. We were de-
clined. Jonathan Mann ended up not going, and I wanted to go on 
my own dime, frankly, but I knew I couldn’t get State Department 
buy-in to get me the meetings that both he and I and our small 
delegation of staff wanted to have with the Chavez government. So 
that was an opportunity lost, but hopefully we can put together a 
trip in the future. 

I asked Congressman Klein and Engel, they could not make it. 
You might recall Chairman Engel had a back problem so he really 
could not make it for reasons of heat. But it was a missed oppor-
tunity because that problem there is festering and we all know 
Chavez is spreading his ill will all over Central and South America, 
and with it comes anti-Semitism. So I am wondering if you might 
speak to that concern that you might have with regards to coun-
tries south of the border. 

Finally, two last things very briefly on the Internet. I don’t be-
lieve that our First Amendment rights are in any way put in jeop-
ardy and First Amendment free speech rights are injured in any 
way, shape or form when efforts are taken to take down these anti-
Semitism Web sites that are reaching young and impressionable 
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minds, and those of the neo-Nazi genre and others who then take 
Holocaust denial as if it were a fact when it is an absolute like. 
And I am wondering your thoughts on that. 

I know Rabbi Cooper’s. He and I have had that conversation, but 
again I don’t think the First Amendment is in any way violated 
when we move, and even as a government not to mention what 
could be done by Facebook and others unilaterally by themselves. 

And on the academics issue, Kirk Weisgetten at one of our meet-
ings who held the position that Rabbi Baker now holds, brought to-
gether a group of academics from Germany and it was very insight-
ful, Mr. Chairman, to hear how the institutionalization of anti-
semiticade is alive and well and thriving in many of our univer-
sities and colleges throughout Germany, United States, and the 
world. 

I don’t think we have spent enough time on that issue; that 
somehow it passes for academic freedom to hold views regarding 
Jews that are antithetical to anything that we hold dear, and that 
is tolerance and respect, and it seems to pass it that somehow it 
is okay. And those academics form Germany brought that out, and 
I thought in a very profound way at one of our meetings, so the 
academic situation, if you could touch on that. Thank you. 

Rabbi BAKER. Can I respond first? I will try to be quick and 
touch on a couple of those things. 

By the way, with regard to the special envoy, I do not think that 
this office needs to be in a position to play a first-hand role in col-
lecting and monitoring data and information. Many of our organi-
zations have been doing that. Our information is available. There 
are others in Europe, in Israel that can as well. I think the real 
question is what kind of political force can this envoy, can this of-
fice make. I think that Hannah Rosenthal is new to this position, 
but she brings a lot of—clearly—commitment and enthusiasm and 
personal dedication. I hope that she will find a State Department 
that is open. 

To me the danger is for this to be—pardon the term—‘‘ghetto-
ized.’’ We have an office over here that deals with this issue bit it 
is left separately. Will this be taken up at a high level at bilateral 
meetings by the Secretary or her deputies? I think that is the ques-
tion, and the degree to which the special envoy can push inside for 
that will be a measure of her success. 

I think if we recall that the bill that created that office also 
called for this first report, an international report on anti-Semi-
tism. There was something very powerful in a U.S. Government re-
port that indicated country by country the status of the situation, 
and I am sure Ken Jacobson recalls or had the experience, I know 
I did, of being in different countries. This report was read very 
carefully, at least that section in that country. Usually the U.S. 
Ambassador was called in. They were concerned about it. 

We have not done that. I don’t know whether this office will 
think about doing it, and maybe that would require more staff, but 
I think it is something to be considered rather than having it with-
in a larger, as you say as we saw in the OSCE, subsumed in a 
human rights report or international religious freedom report, 
something that holds it out specifically. 
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My only other comment will be on Latin America, on Venezuela. 
I think we all know Venezuela is a very, very serious problem. At 
our annual meeting here in Washington in 2 weeks we will have 
25 Jewish leaders from Latin America, and we will have Jewish 
community leaders from Venezuela. Their stories are wrenching. I 
mean, because here you have—it is not simply a question of pop-
ular attitudes, but you have a political leader that is essentially 
making anti-Semitism a piece of his agenda and he is a very ag-
gressive figure. 

The degree to which you directly or with your colleagues in other 
countries can try and put some pressure, the United States may 
not have much leverage on Venezuela, but at least to address this 
would surely be welcomed. Thank you. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Jacobson? 
Mr. JACOBSON. I was going to make a similar comment about the 

envoy’s office. It seems to me that the single biggest step taken was 
exactly this kind of coverage in the State Department’s human 
rights report on the subject of anti-Semitism. I think both symboli-
cally and very practically that appearance at that initial stage was 
remarkable, and to me that would be the major step forward, and 
that again as Andy suggested could involve staff. I don’t know ex-
actly. It clearly takes a lot of hands-on work, but it can be done 
and I think knowing that that can be done has already an impact 
on anti-Semitism around the world, so I would echo Andy’s com-
ments about that. 

You raised a lot of subjects—let me just take a second about the 
academic world. There is no doubt that the fear that some of us 
have that American universities will go the way of Europe. I re-
member we had a meeting with the Israeli Ambassador to Great 
Britain a few months back and he said it is an ironic situation that 
Israel’s situation is a situation of Jews operating very well in West 
European countries at the top level. In other words, if you look at 
Gordon Brown, you look at Sarkozy, you look at Angela Merkel, 
you look at Berlusconi, you look at all of them are not only friends 
of Israel but people have spoken out on the subject of anti-Semi-
tism. 

When you go below that to the bureaucracies, to the intellectuals, 
to the nongovernmental organizations, to the universities, you find 
not only is Israel’s image presented in a very negative way, but 
this has a real impact on attitudes toward Jews on the street as 
well. 

So this is a great thing we have to worry about. I don’t think 
America is anywhere close to that even though we have examples 
of that. But I agree with you, we need to start addressing that 
problem in a more serious way before it ever gets to the point, and 
I think it is the job of Congress, I think it is the job of the adminis-
tration, I think it is a job of nongovernmental institutions, so I 
couldn’t agree with you more. 

Venezuela Andy spoke to. We also have issued a number of re-
ports. The key for our working with Jewish communities, whether 
it is in Venezuela or Iran or Argentina or whatever, historically has 
always been to be in consultation with those communities because, 
as much as we care deeply, they have to live with the consequences 
of what we do here. We want to make sure we are on the same 
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wavelength. Sometimes the communities feel so endangered that 
they can’t really express their true feelings, and we have to take 
that into consideration. That has happened in the Soviet Union as 
we remember all those years, so we have to weigh and balance 
that. But I agree with you, that is one of the great concerns. 

The last point on the Internet; we take very seriously First 
Amendment issues, so I want to just state that for the record for 
us at ADL. We are the American representative of an international 
group called INACH, the International Network Against Cyber 
Hate, and most of the coordinating groups are European and they 
say to us, you Americans are crazy. You know, you have this First 
Amendment, and we kick them off our sites by our hate speech 
lawyers, and then the go to American sites. What are we going to 
do about you? 

We say, well, we value the First Amendment, but we also agree, 
and I also agreed with Hannah Rosenthal’s comment that you fight 
bad speech with good speech. That is a basic ADL concept for the 
world at large. For the Internet, it is a very different proposition, 
so we know you have to do more. 

We have been working with Google, with Microsoft, with many 
of them to, first of all, get their attention to ensure this is a serious 
issue for them, and you cannot simply avoid it by talking about the 
First Amendment, which we all support. You have to work out seri-
ous programs, whether it is labeling, whether it is rules of the 
road, enforcing rules of the road, and I think we have gotten their 
attention. We have had meeting with them in the west coast, and 
at least they know that it is an issue for them. 

So I don’t have simple answers because the First Amendment 
issues are profound issues for us. We tried a hate filter out once 
for parents, at least to protect the Web they have for pornography. 
It did not take off the first time, but that may be another way to 
go, which is in the First Amendment, protecting children who are 
the main ones exposed to this hate. 

So I appreciate you raising all these comments, and I think for 
many of us these are priorities as well. 

Ms. MASSIMINO. I just had one quick thought on the capacity 
question that you raised, Congressman Smith——

Mr. SMITH. Yes. 
Ms. MASSIMINO [continuing]. Because I do think it is an impor-

tant one. There is no question in my mind that Hannah Rosenthal 
brings enormous energy to this position, and that she has the com-
petence of senior leaders of the State Department, which is a good 
thing. 

We are going to be watching very closely her capacity to effec-
tively deliver some concrete results and I think we should judge 
the need for greater capacity on whether or not she is able to 
achieve that through her work. 

You have heard, I think, several people mention this high-level 
review conference in Kazakhstan in June. If there is high-level par-
ticipation by the United States in that conference, that will be a 
good sign. 

I also think that we should look to sort of the whole of govern-
ment approach on anti-Semitism. It is not just the State Depart-
ment. I think there is a lot that the FBI, the Department of Justice 
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can do in terms of technical assistance, and they are doing some 
of that now, but I think there is a lot more they can do to help in-
vestigation and prosecution of hate crime. 

Then, as I mentioned in my testimony, the importance of, you 
know, the degree to which monitoring really, and information 
comes from people who are close to the ground, but greater funding 
for civil society groups who are both doing the monitoring and 
working together across community to advance solutions here I 
think is something else that we should be pushing. Thanks. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Thank you. I wanted to, I guess, ask a broader 
question for the panel. We heard several references today to 2009 
being one of the worst years in terms of anti-Semitic activity. I 
guess my question is, do digging into the reasons that you believe 
account for that, is this more of a spike in this activity or do we 
see this more as a trend? So part of my question is direction, and 
I guess part of it is what do you see behind it, and we will start 
from——

Mr. JACOBSON. I will go first. 
Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Jacobson. 
Mr. JACOBSON. I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, that it is both a 

spike and a trend. The spike factor, I think, in 2009 particularly 
related to the war in Gaza. In the U.K. during the 3 weeks of the 
war in Gaza, there were 220 anti-Semitic incidents, many of a vio-
lent kind many of them. In France during that period of time there 
were 113 incidents, and I would make clear that, in my view, it is 
not the cause of the incidents but the occasion for such anti-Semitic 
expressions. 

So I think there is an element of a spike, but going back to my 
comments and my earlier remarks I think that each time we have 
a spike and a spasm, and an occasion, whether it is the war in Leb-
anon, the war in Gaza, Intifada, the financial crisis in the world, 
which is another example, each time we have one more spike we 
allow that unpeeling that I referred to, the sense that, well, anti-
Semitism is not beyond the pale, whether it is because a lot of time 
has passed, whether it is because all the attacks on Israel have 
made people more comfortable with it, whether it is the comparing 
of Jews or Israel to Nazis today, all of which create the spike 
turned into a trend I guess is the way I would put it, and in effect, 
I think we do have a trend. 

It is a very, very disturbing one, and as I said earlier my great 
concern is that those inhibitions, which have manifested them-
selves for 50–60 years around anti-Semitism, are disappearing. But 
to inhibit the expressions of anti-Semitism I feel they have been 
eviscerated to a large extent, and therefore my concern is that we 
will be heading into a period where this trend will increase rather 
than decrease. I think the leadership of the United States in this 
matter has been profound, and therefore I think all of us who have 
worked so closely with you understand that it is only the work that 
we do together that can really begin to inhibit such kind of a trend. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Rabbi Baker. 
Rabbi BAKER. Look, I think we know, at least if you are looking 

at reports on incidents, that the reason the numbers were so high 
in 2009 was the fact that the Gaza war triggered this, but I don’t 
think that is particularly a reason to be sanguine even though the 
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war is over and those numbers diminished during the latter part 
of 2009. 

If you keep in mind, in 2002, 2003, 2004, when we really saw a 
dramatic increase in France and in some other Western European 
countries, and governments at the time really wanted to deny this 
was anti-Semitism, and label it as somehow generated politically 
because of Middle East events. It took awhile before those forces 
would come together and at least acknowledge that whatever the 
politics were or whatever the events were in the Middle East they 
did not justify attacks on a school bus of Jewish kids in a Paris 
suburb, for example. 

So when you keep in mind that much work was done, I made ref-
erence to the Berlin declaration of the OSCE conference as one ex-
ample of it, governments becoming mindful of this problem. What 
was depressing was when we had these issues triggering a new 
round of attacks in 2009, where were the people, where were the 
lessons that were supposedly learned 5 years ago? I mean, where 
was the strong political voice speaking out and efforts to tamp 
these incidents down? 

I don’t want to say there were no voices, but for the most part 
it did not emerge in the way we had hoped. So in that sense it was, 
I don’t want to say trend or spike, but it was a recognition that we 
still had much more to do. And then when I look in the OSCE area, 
I think Eastern Europe is a different situation. I don’t think events 
in the Middle East really have that much impact or in some cases 
even any impact on anti-Semitism in these countries, but in many 
cases they didn’t really deal with the Holocaust era past. They still 
have the old anti-Semitism in many cases unreconstructed, and 
these democracies are still rather fragile. 

So again if one looks at Hungary and the recent election, here 
we have a Jobbik Party, the party that emerged from nowhere 1.5 
years ago, first in the European Parliament, and now in the Hun-
garian Parliament, an unembarrassed anti-Roma and anti-Semitic 
platform, essentially a party that grew out of a fascist-like Hun-
garian guard, a group of people dressing in the uniforms modeled 
after the fascist Arrow Cross, parading by torch light primarily in 
towns with a high Roma population. I mean, it is a terrible picture. 
So I think we see we have a lot of work to do in these areas as 
well. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Thank you. Ms. Massimino. 
Ms. MASSIMINO. Yes. I think we view this as a longer term up-

ward trend in violence with some periodic spikes like the one we 
saw in 2009. But it is part of a larger trend of rising violence 
across the board, hate crime, and I think what that underscores for 
me is the need to invest in long-term solutions, really getting at, 
you know, going to communities and education, building the legal 
framework to go after perpetrators, building the structures like we 
have begun to do in the OSCE and in other government entities 
to create obligations to monitor and report so that we can better 
answer the question of whether this is a trend or a spike. 

I think the lesson that we take from this is that we really need 
to invest in longer term solutions across the board to deal with 
hate violence. 
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Mr. CARNAHAN. Which is a great segue to my last question, and 
that is, you know, we mentioned the provisions in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, also certainly there are provisions in 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. I guess 
we have several of these international covenants, agreements, prin-
ciples that are out there, but to what extent are these incidents 
that we have talked about today have anti-Semitism being treated 
like international human rights violations in terms of the broader 
context? 

Ms. MASSIMINO. Well, I think that that is part of what Ken was 
talking about, is that as much as the whole framework of inter-
national human rights standards and protections grew out of the 
horrors of World War II and the Holocaust, in particular, there has 
been an erosion in thinking about hate violence across the board 
but anti-Semitism hate violence in particular as a human rights 
violation. I think we have to reclaim that in order to kind of re-
institute, as Ken talked about, the shame of participating or 
condoning or remaining silent in the face of these violations. That 
is part of why we as a human rights organization that works on 
many different issues thought it was important to make this a pri-
ority in our work, to underscore the fact that this is not just dis-
parate victims groups, the Roma work on—the violations against 
the Roma, the Muslims work on anti-Muslim violence, but to join 
together and identify this trend as a comprehensive one that needs 
comprehensive solutions, and one that really involves violations of 
very fundamental human rights. Governments needs to see it that 
way, and the U.S. has an opportunity to lead the way in that. 

Mr. JACOBSON. Yes, I must say that we at ADL and others, I be-
lieve, really expressed appreciation to Human Rights First for 
doing those reports because it was unique in the human rights 
community, or at least in my understanding, in the sense of mak-
ing anti-Semitism a priority as a human rights issue. It should be 
a priority for the human rights community, and it has not been, 
and I think part of the importance of this hearing is to make that 
very point; that not only is anti-Semitism a threat to Jews, it is 
threat to human rights of the world, and anyone who is serious 
about human rights and doesn’t take up the issue of global anti-
Semitism today, particularly because of the origins of the human 
rights international body of law, is not really contributing to 
human rights around the world. 

Rabbi BAKER. I would only add that I think the very way in and 
reason we are able to get this issue addressed at the OSCE and 
see the evolution in the attention it has received is precisely the 
recognition that this is a human rights issue. So I think it is a re-
minder of how when we bring that forward it can have very prag-
matic, tangible, and even positive results. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Thank you. I want to recognize——
Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. CARNAHAN [continuing]. My colleague, Mr. Smith, for some 

final questions. 
Mr. SMITH. Just one really. And if I could you have mentioned 

the importance like at the OSCE, Rabbi Baker, of anti-Semitism fi-
nally being treated like a human rights issue. How would each of 
you rate the work of the Human Rights Council, especially now 

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 09:37 Jun 02, 2010 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00099 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\WORK\IOHRO\041410\56053 HFA PsN: SHIRL



96

that we have a seat at the council, I have met personally with a 
lot of the ambassadors from both the Latin countries and from the 
African countries specifically on this obsession of the Human 
Rights Council to focus on Israel, Israel, Israel. It is not unlike, as 
we all know, the Human Rights Commission that this was sup-
posed to be the reform and the replacement reform, it certainly has 
not panned out that way. How would you rate that, and what 
would be your recommendations to us and the Executive Branch on 
the Human Rights Council? 

Mr. JACOBSON. Well, I would rate a bad ‘‘F’’ of the Human Rights 
Council, but that is not coming to a definite conclusion about the 
policy of this administration concerning participation. I would say 
that they need to take into consideration that their first experience 
with the Human Rights Council and American participation has 
been a very bad one, in my view, and it has been a failure, but I 
am not coming to the conclusion that it automatically has to re-
main that way. 

I think there needs to be a reassessment of the kind of role that 
America plays and eventually you may have to question the role at 
all, but I think at least the experience of this last year, year and 
a half or however long we have now been participating, should say, 
you know, it has not really worked the way we have done it so far. 
We ought to take a look at other ways because the truth is some 
people would argue that the Human Rights Council has even been 
worse than the Human Rights Commission. 

We could have a discussion about that, but it surely has not been 
an improvement. So I would say a rating for the Human Rights 
Council a sure ‘‘F.’’ The question of the American role, I am not dis-
missing. There is a good argument to say that we should be there 
and have an impact, and I think you could make that argument, 
but the question is how are we going to go about doing it in a way 
that has been different over this first year, and I think that would 
be an important role for this committee to raise with members of 
the administration, not just to say you made a mistake by doing 
it, but saying what can we do so in a way it will have a real im-
pact. 

Rabbi BAKER. In a sense I am only echoing what Ken has said. 
I think we are all enormously disappointed with the Human Rights 
Council. It is perhaps no better than the commission, and its ap-
proach certainly vis-a-vis Israel is outrageous. 

What usefulness, effectiveness we have now that the U.S is en-
gaged I think is still an open question. Engagement by itself in 
many areas doesn’t automatically mean a change in policy on the 
other side. I don’t think we would take issue with the principle 
that to be engaged could result in certain positive things, but I 
think everyone would say the best right now one can see is damage 
control, and there is a lot of damage to be controlled. 

Ms. MASSIMINO. Well, we have a lot of problems with the Human 
Rights Council and one of them is its obsession with Israel, but 
there are many other problems too. Some states actively trying to 
underline the independence of the U.N. experts, the inability of the 
council to respond in real time to serious violations. There are a 
lot of problem with the council. 
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That said we have been very supportive of the administration’s 
attempts to reengage and to join the council. We don’t think it can 
be improved from the outside, that is for sure. The question I think 
is still open whether it can be improved at all to the degree that 
will justify engagement. But now is a very important movement for 
the United States to be in there. There is going to be 5-year re-
views, and a lot of the spoilers on the Human Rights Council are 
allies of the U.S. Government. So if we can have an impact, you 
know, now is the time to do that. 

I think that it is clear to us that better, stronger human rights 
machinery at the U.N. is strongly in the United States’ interest, 
and in the world’s interest. The world needs that. I think we are 
all looking, searching for some evidence of concrete improvement as 
a result of the engagement. I think it is going to be a very slow 
road toward that. 

But, you know, when I talk to my colleague human rights organi-
zations around the world they largely welcome U.S. engagement 
there as a voice to push back on these governments that many of 
my friends are trying to operate in. So I think for that reason alone 
it is useful, but I hope that when we are looking at this 2–3 years 
down the road we have some more actual victories to celebrate. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. I think that hopeful attitude is a good one, and 
I, too, am a strong proponent of engagement. We have not seen all 
the results we would like yet but we are hopeful and determined 
that we can figure out ways where we can. 

I just want to genuinely thank all of you for your time, for your 
expertise, and especially in this long afternoon for your patience. 
We really appreciate it. And I think some of the comments here 
today are going to be very useful to us in going forward with gener-
ating some additional ideas. I think the talk about the lost inhibi-
tions that are out there I think also have some interesting coinci-
dence with kind of lost inhibitions with people and what they do 
on the Internet generally, I think certainly we need to look at 
strategies there. 

In terms of the broader approach to looking at human rights, and 
all minority groups, I think there is a certain power in that collec-
tive sense of looking out for those that are being really discrimi-
nated again. 

So, again, really appreciate what you all have done here today, 
your time. We definitely look forward to working with you in the 
future. Take care. We are adjourned. 

[Whereupon, at 6:09 p.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.] 
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